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SEPTEMBER
1. Sunday,
-Exaltation of the Holy Cross
Theme: The Holy Cross of Christ
Gospel Reading (John 3:13-21).
¢ Lord’s Prayer and Prayer on beginning work;
“Lord, may Your loving favor rest upon us, and
prosper all the wotk we undertake. Glory be to the
Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost, now
and forever. Amen.
» Reading/teaching of Psalms [10 minutes]
Psabn 1
- Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of
the ungodly, nor stands in the path of sinners, nor
sits in the seat of the scornful;
= But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on
His law he meditates day and night.
- He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of wa-
ter, that brings forth its ftuil in its season, whose
leal also shall not wither; and whatcver he does
shall prosper.
= The wicked are not 50, but are like the chafl which
the wind drives away.
- Theretore the wicked will not stand in the
judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the
righteous.
= For the Lord knows the way of the righieous, but
the way of the wicked will perish,

o Teaching of Prayet/ biblical verscs
[10 minuics]
- Before your precious and all-conquering Cross we
Jall down and worship and ask forgiveness of our
fransgressions for through this vou did liff the con-
demnation of mankind. And now by your holy und
divine sign grant your heavenly peace lo all the
world.
- Oh Christ, our God, guardian and hope of the
faithful, protect and keep in peace Your fuithful
people under the protection of Your holy and vener-
able Cross.
- Deliver and save Your peaple firom visible and in-
visihle enemies. Make them worthy to thankfully glo-
rify You with the Father and the Holy Spirit, now
and always, and forever and ever, amen.
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- By the Holy Cross let us beseech the Lord,
that He may deliver us from sins and may save us by
the grace of Ilis mercy. Amen.

PRAYER
Heavenly King preserve your Church
unshaken and those who worship in Your name,
keep them in peace.
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THE HOLY CROSS OF JESUS CHRIST
Feast of Exaltation of the H, Cross

Whenever you see a cross, the first thing
which comes to mind is our Lord Jesus Christ and
Christianity, It is the only truly universal symbol of
Christianity,

Qur Lord says: “He who docs not take his
cross and follow me is not worthy of me”
(Matt.10:38). The cross is central to Christianity, il
identifies us as Christians. The cross is the mcans of
our salvation and the glory of Christians.

Our Armenian Church has four feasts days in
honor of the Ioly Cross.

1) The Appearance of thc Holy Cross,

2) the Elcvation of the Holy Cross,

3) the Holy Cross of Varak, and

4) the Tiscovery of the Iloly Cross.

Today, as we cclebratc and commemorate
the Elevation or Exaltation of the Holy Cross, which
is at the same time one of the five major feasis
(Daghavar), of the Armenian Church, has spceial
meaning and a closc relationship to the life and the
saving work of our T.ord, Jesus Christ, For the Cross
which we venerate as Chrisiians, 1s an instrument of
salvation, sign of victory, hope and life cternal.

The historical background of this feast is as
follows: In 610 A. D. the Persian king Khosrov oc-
cupicd Jerusalem. He captured and took with him
the Cross as well as other relics and religious orna-
ments to Persia. After almost two decades of captiv-
ity of the Holy Cross, the Byzantine Emperor Ilera-
clitus called the help of the entirc Christians in his
cmpire to recapture the Holy Cross from the Per-
sians. The Byzantine Emperor in 628 A. D. con-
quered Persia and returned the Cross to Jerusalem.
On the journey from Persia to Jerusalem, the cross
was brought to the city of Garin in Armenia. The joy
of the entire Christendom was overwhelming. The
Holy Cross was brought back upon the shoulders
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upon the shoulders of the Christian officers passing
through Armenia. Throughout the enlire journcy the
Holy Cross was greeted and venerated everywhere
by pious Christian population of Armenia and Asia
Minor. Then the Crass was taken to Jerusalem to be
instituted in the Cathedral of the Iloly Sepulcher.

This event is celebrated by our church with a
special service. A veiled cross, ornamented by flow-
ers and basil, is circulated in the church by priests,
deacans, acolytes along with the choir forming a
procession. Then stopping at the middle of the
church the priest (s) will bless the four corners of the
world asking God’s blessings and bounties for the
prosperity of the Armenian Church and country, to
the Christian nations, fruitfulness of the land and all
the holy placcs with their inhabitants.

By ifs clevation and veneration, the Chris-
tians wiincss the saving and healing power of the
Cross. ©“ And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, even so must the Son of Man (Jesus) be
lifted up. And whosocver believes in him should not
perish, but have cterpal life” (John 3:14 -15).

One of the beautiful melodies for the least of
the Elevation of the Holy Cross proclaims:

The sign of the Lord our God

Showns forth af the grear day

Which was in Jerusalem.

Still another proccssional hymn announces:
You who spread Your pure arms upon

The cross, Chrisit our God,

And guve us ¢ sign of victory,

Through it keep our lives.
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2,- Sunday
Theme: Jesus Loves Children
(Matt. 19:14).

o+ Lord’s Praycr and Prayer on beginning
work; “Lord, may Your loving favor rest upon
us, and prosper all the work we¢ undertake.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to
the Holy Ghost, now and forever. Amen.”
Or

“Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of

my heart be always acceptable in Your sight, O

Lord, my strength and my redeemer. Glory be to the

Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now

and always, world without end, Amen.”

» Reading/teaching of Psalms [10 minutes]
Psalm 18:8-11

- The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul;
The testimony of the Lord is is sure, making wise
the simple;

= The statutes of the Lord is pure, enlightening the

CYCS;

- The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring [orever; The

judgmenis of the Lord are true and rightcous alto-

gother.

= More to be desired are they than gold, sweeler

than honey and the honeycomb.

- Moreover by them Your servant is warmned, and in

keeping them there is great reward.

»  Teaching of Prayer/ biblical versces
[10 minutes]

O h God Almighty

Oh! God Almighty,
Just as You have given
Us a good father
And a loving mother,
Give us Your grace, s0 we may pray.
Not to be indifferent, but (o live intelligently,
Honorably and mildly, and love You.
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Biblical Verses

- “Honor your father and your mother, so that
your days may be long” (Iix. 20:12).
- “To ohey is better than sacrifice, and to heed
than the fat of rams” (I Kings 15:22).
- “A wise child makes a glad father, but a feolish
child is a mother’s grief” (Prov.10:1).

“The glory of children is their parents”
(Prov.17:6).
-““Whatever you want men to do you, do alse to
them” (Matt. 7:12).
-“Let the little children come to Me, and do not
forbid them, for of such is ¢the kingdom of God,
Whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as
a little child will by no means enfer it” (Mark
10:15).
- “Why do you look at the speck in your brother’s
eye, but do not perceive the plank in your own
eye?” (Luke 6:41).
-“Blessed are those who hear the word of God
and keep it” (Luke 11:28),
-“If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word”
(John 14:23).
~“Be imitators
(Eph.5:1).
- “Walk as children of light” (Eph, 5:8),
- “Children, ebey your parents in the Lord, for
this is right. Fathers, do not proveke your chil-
dren to wrath, but bring them up in the training
and admonition of the Lord” (Eph.6:1,4).

of Goad as dear children™
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OCTOBER
1.- Sunday

¢ Lord’s Praycr and Praycr on heginning work;
“Jesus, Wisdom of the IFather, grant me wisdom,
that I may at all times think, speak and do belore
You that which is good in Your sight. And save
me from evil thoughts, words and deeds. Have
mercy upon Your creatures, and upon me greal
sinner that [ am”.

s Reading/tcaching of Psalms [10 minutes]
Psalm 15

- Lord, who may abidc in Your faberpacle? Who
may dwell in Your holy hill?

= Ile who walks uprightly, and works righteousncss,
ang speaks the truth in his heart.

- He who does not backbite with his tongue, nor
does evil to his neighbor, nor does he take up a re-
proach against his fviend.

= In whose cycs a vilec person is despised, but he
honors those who fear the Lord;

- He who swears to his own hurt and does not
change;

— He who does notl put out his moncy at usury, nor
does he take a bribe against the innocent.

- He who does these things shall never be moved.

» Teaching of Prayer/ biblical verses [10 min-
utesj

- Belore your precious and all-conquering Cross we
fall down and worship and ask forgiveness of our
transgressions for through this you did lift the con-
demnation of mankind. And now by your holy and
divine sign grant your hcavenly peace to all the
world.

- Oh Christ, our God, guardian and hope of the faith-
ful, protect and keep in peace Your faithiul people
under the protection of Your holy and vcncrable
Cross.

- Deliver and save Your peaple from visible and in-

visible enemies. Make them worthy to thankfully
glorify You with the Father and the Holy Spirit,

now and always, and forever and ever, amen.



~ By the Holy Cross let us bosecch the Lord, that He

ﬂ‘”'&f’ﬁ /frwila szm’ﬁwywm &.’ﬂwggw&, b fr
may deliver us from sins and may save us by the

wilur Shpbpyr prgupuwinmnewdiul wncpp guaypfalig. no
S bugh prgldby juridEhu sl shopdneffbBhe grace of His mercy. Amen,
Biblical Verse

e Vg 2L l/‘ﬁl.ﬂflli’?lﬂl/‘ Vol Frpaas-
“A new commandment I give (o you, that you love
one another, as I have loved you, that you love one

by pard Ebe pkr sforsprelrre fFEES
L2 S b e another. By this all will know that you are My disci-
ples, if you have love one another” (John 13:34-35),

99



R ppuif
Solr . ﬁ'mp%zrmbzwg llmprl.mui!.-mmg

Ul Quny Fpphpme Speonp

ar_&mmptufiﬁ cf:[}bpgni_zf (U‘:mnﬂ- 7.6-12,
Qersty. 12:32-34),
o SEpniiualiact wmgoldp «A:me Fepy

be. «Pdeiuvnc f@fite 40{1 Bluvncu, moep fiud
[ufmumnt.ﬁ[mf; qpmpfon funplhy b fnouky i q_n{:&)}l
wmeenffy pr pudEloagh dwd' fogup funplpgog, f

me:{;g b [; ’}"{7&"5 ‘[’["’i!‘_m' q[m- Fe n:lnptﬂrm 2
,mpmpn.r&ng Ee fn‘inf quzftu:f fnz[m W

L] Um:lzfnu{r ru_utu_yru_tf [1[] f{mﬂ:fi&mb]
LuGrenhlr
JUATITR B AN S PPREL 2ESORIIITARGUTA
{(R. SUPRENIEGY

- Fre paplpbibpofy "'l’”lE fif  hbuwbipa, n’t[
eoimnimd, & JiL !ununrnl_lr[;q szfm&mﬂl l{:{;/{:ﬂ.-
{}[n_f; ijnpc‘l;' flfié’{l (B1.1):

= Qpunp feoufld pognp whoby, apnbp fuoupnd by
bwpurin bl yfu, npudQbuky bu R fuouphy Sl fh
Gp Juunlfrd (119:42),

- P plpwbda Sy dupune [Fabp [Foy spagalo gl
plwe, npmwifSlhe b Fhyfe Shugh by dwma ful
{119:42);

= hmqmq l{b’mfl,g U"E ﬂLﬁfld‘, npm{‘:&mﬁl. 'ﬁmr_
e fipwibpy by g npdag pld (119,44),

- tfunn lprq[r[t wil!:[rwuu_ﬁ[n_f: 1{»{1&.&5{&1 [:'bb'!:
b, swlpufy bu bppkp Pre ypunnnckphbpy gwbank-
nkyfr (119:61)

= auurnL&nJ Jm.umg[r bu I [uf ¢pl[ﬁ‘fm[u Ly inn
nepuofu by (119:52).

. ”mqﬁmb‘g / wofdp ! mulbgkl Swdwply nruee-
grred [10 sfus gpely o]

-zlﬁ'pwsgmq ((!Uwi P bqf:g/v tf'&q wngmt..g'il}}l
flulbgbl Surdwp

- A uwhiusby gpilammne/Fhek br gl fofwbay
gpruwki Surbaprery (Unmbug 3}

- &Lnp mpannfyral dyr e mwd Sbyfse Yhpbaf p
gy Plimbo bu dby afplafl gonp wy gfyrap
ufiplyghpr Byt fyrps wfyrlynifl § op Supgly gt
ghmbuwl  fHf paep i wppwhbpnblpe  £p7
(811/4.13:34-36):

100

2. Sunday

Feast of Holy Translators
Theme: The Invention of The Armenian Alpha-
bet
Gospel Readings: (Matt, 7:6-12, Luke 12:32-34):

+ Lord’s Prayer and Prayer on beginning work;

“Jesus, Wisdom of the Father, granf me wis-

dom, that I may at all times think, speak and do

hefore You that which is good in Your sight. And

save me from evil thoughts, woards and deeds.

Have mercy upon Your creatures, and upon me
great sinner that T am™,

» Reading/teaching of Psalms |10 minutes]
Psalm 15

- Lord, who may abide in Your tabernacle? Who
may dwell in Your holy hill?

= He who walks uprightly, and works righteousness,
and speaks the truth in his heart.

- He who does not backbite with his tongue, nor
does evil to his neighbor, nor does he take up a re-
proach against his friend.
= In whose eyes a vile person is despised, but he
honors those who feat the Lord;

- He who swears to his own hurt and does nol
change;

= He who does not put out his money at usury, nor
does he take a bribe against the innocent.

- He who does these things shall never be moved.,

o Teaching of Praycr/ biblical verses [10 min-
utes]

Biblical Verse

- “Men may know wisdom and instruction, under-
stand words of insight " (Proverb 3).

- <A new commandment I give to you, that you love
one another; as I have loved vou, that you love one
another. By this all will know that you are My disci-
ples, if vou have love one gnother” (John 13:34-35).
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s Teaching of ‘Sharagan’ or Spiritual hymns. [10
minutes]

Vork Zartaretzeen
(Hyirm of the Holy Transiators)

They explained the wisdom of God, by establish-
ing on earth the living letier. To prcach to the New
Israel (Christian Armenia) with sweet songs; let us
bless God with these same letters.



THE ARMENIAN CHURCH The conversion ol the Armcenians
CENTER OF ARMENIAN to Christianity was a grave con-
CULTURE cern to the Persian rulers, for they

could not fail to see that a Chris-
= ~tian Armenia politically would be
inclincd towards Christian Byzan-
tium, to the disadvantage of Persia.
It was imperative, therefore to up-
root Christianity in Armenia. As a
conscquence of this policy, King

Christianity became [ree in the Dertad was murdered by poison-

Roman Empire after the Edict of |S mg.
Milan by Constantine the Great, ‘Il a&

who conquered Rome and pro- Aristakes, the son anfi successor of St.
claimed Christianity free in the year Gregory, was assassinated by an Ar-
313 AD. menian prince, and Vertanes, Greg-
ory’s eldest son, almost met a similar
fate. The fifth successor of St. Greg-
ory, Nerses the Greal, gave much at-
tention to charitable institutions, He
established orphanages, homes for old
people, and for lepers. He built mon-

[t is a historic fact that Armenia
was the first country in which
Christianity was free and it was
made the official Religion of the
State in 301 A,

The Armenian Church is one of the
three oldest Christian Churches. }
The other two are the Greek Oriho-
dox and the Roman Catholic, which

have the same seven sacraments and Hierarchy. asteries and shelters for travelers.
These (hree are the oldest branches of ihe One, Holy, St. Nerses’ successor St. Sahag was very inter-
Apostolic and Universal Christian Church, ested in culture, bul al the same time he was traubled by

the knowledge that the people in Armenia could not read
and write their own language because there was no Ar-
menian alphabet.

With this very difficult political and religious
situations, both the temporal and religious leaders of Ar-
menia, King Vramshabouh and Catholicos Sahag had the

After Armenia had become a Christian state,
it was still difficult lor the priests and bishops Lo talk
to the people about the teachings of Churist. Although
the Armenian nobles often spoke Greek or Persian,

the vil!agers and ordinary city _dwellers spoke only farsightedness and the vision to see the necessity of the
Armenian. There was 1o Armenian alphabel, so any- Armenian langnage as a unifying and liberating factor of
one who wantcd to writc cven a Ictter had to dosoin  the partitioned land, as well as an effective tool of com-
Greek or Persian. municalion for the propagation of the Gospel.

When the priests and monks Iried to discuss It was clear that militarily weak Armenia was

in a difficult position. It was unthinkablc to wage war
apainst two powerful neighbors, Meantime, it was neces-
sary to keep the people alert and well aware of the danger
of the thicat to their cultural integtity, and especially the
younger generation,

Christianity with the people, they had to read the
~ Rible in either Greek or Syriac, and then retell the
story of Christ in their own words in Armenian. Dnr-
ing church services, one priest would read the Bible
in Greek or Syriac, and another would translate it at

the same time into Armenian so the people could To that end, the leaders of the Armenian nation
understand. agreed to the following concept:
a) Invent an Armenian alphabet
In the late fourth century (387), Armenia was b) Open Armenian schools
divided between two powerful empires; Roman and ¢) Put emphasis on the development of a distinctive
Persian. Their policy was to assimilate the Armenian ~ national culture.
people.
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The task of invent-
ing an Armenian alphabet
was enfrusted to Mesrob
Mashdotz, who was well
known scholar. He had M:
served as the king’s secre- |
tary until 394 A.D., when
he decided to become a
monk. St. Mesrob and
some of his students trav-
cled extensively, exam-
ined different alphabets
and reviewed the work of |

the Syrian. St. Mesrob B
worked for many months B
on the task from dawn un- §
til he would fall asleep @ T i,
over his work and his meeccurtene
Jahn firmenipn Churth

lamp would burn itsclf out Southieid.
at night. He used his
knowledge of other languages well, and slowly the
new alphabet look shape. He created a phonetic al-
phabct -onc in which cach symbol represents onc
sound, and each sound was represented by one letter,
but there were still a few sounds he found difficult to
represent. He labored for weeks and weeks over
these difficult letters, studying, designing, redesign-
ing and praying.

Armenian tradition claims that it was during
a time of prayer and meditation that the long-sought
missing characters of the Armenian alphabet were
given to him in a heavenly vision, This explains the
cenluries-old myth of the Armenian people that their
alphabct was of divinc origin.

Whether the alphabet was of divine or human
origin one thing is sure, those 36 characlers (1wo let-
ters were added in the Middle Ages), became St
Mesrob’s greatest gift to the Armenian nation.

Refering to this invention of the Armenian
alphabct, in his book, “Lifc of Mashdotz” Goryoun
wrote, “A legacy from God to the Armenian peo-
ple”.

The many hundreds of schools that were im-
mediatcly opened created an cnvironment with a
strong national spirit, and the people were filled with
hope regarding their future.
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The introduction of the alphabct in 406 and
the newly formed Armcnian schools awakened an
extraordinary widcspread enthusiasm. The transla-
tion of the Holy Bible and the writings of religious
works were immediately undertaken along with cf-
forts in opening schools and encouraging scholar-
ship. This led the way to an wnprecedented spiritual
awakening for the Armenian people, as well as edu-
cational and literary movement. As a resull of this
talented religious figures and luminous Holy Trans-
lators; Eghishe, Movscs Khorenatzi, Goryoun, Eznik
Koghbatzi, Ghazar Pharbetzi, David
Anhaght, Mampre Verdzanough, Kyout Othmesctzi,
Hovhan Maniagouni elc., the fifth century became
known as “Thc Golden Century of the Armenian
people®,

St Mesrob died in 438/40 and was buried in
the village of Oshagan. Later a cathedral was erected
at the site of his tomb, which can still be visited (o-
day.

St Sahag died in 437/9 and was bwied in the
region of Ashdishad.

The Armenian alphabet with its 38 characters
provided an undefeatable armor for the Armenian
nation which proved most ellective in the troublcd
times which [ollowed,

The development of written or literary Arme-
hian made people less dependent on their powerful
neighbors, cast and west, and placed greater siress
on national identity.

Armenians owe an cternal debt to Sts. Sahag,
Mescob and to the Holy Translators, for their pre-
cious legacy. They have become a source of inspira-
tion to numerous Armenian intellectuals, from the
{ilth century on to our days.

As many Armenians say today, the 38 letiers
of the Armenian alphabet [ormed the most powerful
stronghold of Armecnian identity. They have been
compared to an army that has defended the Arme-
nian national identity for 1,600 years. While other
nations with greater military might have long since
disappeared and been buried in the cemetery of his-
tory.
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3. Sunday

The Holy Cross of Varak/ The Discovery of the
Holy Cross

Theme: Where to find the Cross; the Bible?
Gospel Readings: (Matt. 24:30-36, 27-36)

¢ Lord’s Prayer and Prayer on beginning work;
“Jesus, Wisdom of the Father, grant me wisdom,
that T may at all times think, speak and do beforc
You that which is good in Your sight. And save
me from evil thoughts, words and deeds. Have
mercy upon Your creatures, and upon me great
sinner that ] am”.

» Reading/teaching of Psalms [10 minutes]
Psalm 15

- Lord, who may abide in Your tabcrnacle? Who
may dwell in Your holy hill?

= He who walks uprightly, and works righteousness,
and speaks the truth in his heart.

- Ile who does nol backbile with his tongue, nor
does evil to his neighbor, nor docs he take up a re-
proach against his friend.

= In whose eyes a vile person is despised, but he
honors those who fear the Lord;

- He who swears to his own hurt and does not
change;
= He who does not put out his money at usury, nor
does he take a bribe against the innocent.

- He who does these things shall never be moved.

« Teaching of Prayer/ biblical verses [10 min-
utes]

- Before your precious and all-conquering Cross we
Jall down and worship and ask forgiveness of our
transgressions for through this you did lift the con-
demnation of mankind, And now by your holy and
divine sign grant your heavenly peuce (o all the
world.

- Oh Christ, our God, guardion and hope of the
Jaithful, protect and keep in peace Your faithfid
people under the protection of Your holy and vener-
ahle Cross.
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- Deliver and save Your people fiom visible and in-
visible enemies. Make them worthy to thonkfully glo-
rify You with the Father and the Holy Spirif, now
and always, and forever and ever, Amen.

- By the Holy Cross lef us beseech the Lord, that He
may deliver us from sins and may save us by the
grace of His mercy. Amen.

Biblical Verse
“A new commandment I give ta you, that you love
one another; as I have loved you, that you love one
another. By this all will know that you are My disci-
ples, if you have love one another” (John 13:34-35).
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FEAST OF THE H. CROSS OF VARAK

Before the time of Christ, the Cross repre-
scnted the severest punishiment possible for an indi-
vidual. Tt was used in putting criminals and run-
away slaves to death because it was such a slow and
tortuous process. And because it was such a dis-
graceful way to die, no Roman citizen could be cru-
cified, according to the law of the land.

Yet we know that Christ was crucified on a
cross, and thereby gave it new meaning. By llis
death the Cross has been changed from an insiru-
ment of shame to the symbol of the highest glory.

It was not very long before the early Chris-
tians began to use the sign of the Cross as the sym-
bol of their faith, that through Jesus Christ death had
at last been conquered.,

The Cross is such an important symhbol to the
Church, that our early Church Fathers had special
feast days set aside dedicated (o the Holy Cross. In
the Armenian Church, there arc four feasts of the
Holy Cross.

1.— Exaltation of the Iloly Cross 629 A.D.

2.-Iloly Cross of Varak 650 A.D.

3.— Discovery of the Hoy Cross 327 A.D.

4,-Apparition of the Holy Cross 351 A.D.

Today we celebrale and commcmoratc the
feast of the Holy Cross of Varag. This feast is cele-
bration of the piece of our Lord’s Cross discovered
on Mount Varak near Van, where il was concealed
[rom her perseculors by Hripsime, the nun.

The Hripsimite Virgins, after coming to Ar-
menia, dwelt on the heights of Mount Varag. Saint
IHripsime always carried a small wooden cross,
which was supposcd to be made of a relic of the
True Cross. One day, to escape persecution, she
found refuge around the Varag Mountain; theie she
hid the cross among the rocks and [led to Vaghar-
shapal, accompanied by the other Virgins.
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According to tradition, in the year 563, a her-
mit named Todik, who was the abbot of the monas-
tery of Glak, while at prayers with his disciple
Hovel, and in search of the location of the hidden
cross, suddenly heard a sound, followed by a bril-
liant light thrown on Mount Varag, and surrounded
by twelve illuminous columns.

After a while the lights moved inside the
church and stayed on the altar, Todik and his disci-
ple cntered the church, too, fell on their knees in
front of Saint Nshan, and worshipped and prayed.

The illuminous lights remained inside the
church for twelve days. DPeople [rom remole arcas
had also noticed the lights,

Clergymen, accompanied by a multitude of
laymen, went to the chuirch in grand Procession.

Among them were Vard, son of prince
Teodoros of Rshtooni and His Holiness Nerses Ca-
tholicos Shinogh.

On the spol where the (welve iHluminous col-
umns had bcen seen, a church was constrocted, and
the church where Saint Nshan had stayed was ex-
panded and convetted into a magnificent large
church.

In memory of the cvent, Nerscs catholicos
decreed the feast of the Cross of Varag which is
celebrated during the month of October. He also
composed the hymn ol the day.

Mount Varag is situatcd in the south-eastern
region of Van. There, in honor of the Cross, whete
St. Hripsime had hidden it, the monastery of Saint
Nshan was also built.
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KUD KHACH OR THE DISCOVERY
OF THE HOLY CROSS

“Christ himself carricd our sing in his body
to the cross, so that we might die to sin and live for
tighteousness. Tt is by his wounds that you have
been healed” (Peter 2:24),

According to the custom prevalent during
Jesus® lifetime ctiminals were punished by crucifix-
ion. Then, both their bodies and crosses were left on
the spot as a remindcr to the rest of the population as
to how a criminal is punished to death and destruc-
tion. As we know from Christ’s entombment story,
Joseph of Arimathea removed the body of Jesus by a
speeial request granted to him by Pontius Pilate (the
Roman Governor). But the cross was left on the spot
of His crucifixion, along with the other two crosses
upon which two thieves were crucilied with Jesus
{Matthew 27:33-61; Mark 15:22-47; Luke 23:33-
56).

Afier the death of Christ, the Christian were
persecuted in Palestine (Acts 5:17-18; 6:8-15). They
were mocked and ridiculed for their belief in Jesus.
Ta insult the Christian congregation of Jerusalem the
Jews turned the hill of Calvary, where Jesus was
crucified, into a dumping ground. Thus the thiee
crosses remained under trash for almost three full
centuries.

When Constantine the Great proclaimed
Christianity as the state religion of the Roman Em-
pire, 325 A.D., his mother, Queen Helena, became a
Christian. Queen IHelena was a pious person. As 4
tribute to the holy places, she decided to visit Pales-
tine and especially to search for the Cross of Jesus.
When Queen Helena arrived in Jerusalem in 327
A.D. she immediately started to investigate the city
officials as how fo go about finding the Cross ol Je-
sus. A knowledgeable Jew by the namc of Judas
who was an archeologist gave specific information
to the Queen’s personnel about the location of
Christ’s crucifixion. After clearing up the entire hill-
side of its twenty leet of rubbish, three crosses were
discovered, but because of their similarities it be-
came impossible to distinguish the true cross of Je-
sus from that of the thieves were crucified with [lim.



When everyone was under mental stress as
how to disfinguish the true cross from the other two,
a burial procession was passing by holding the cof-
fin of a young boy just passcd away. Somconc sug-
gested to lay the dead young man down on the
crosses expecting a miracle which might lead toward
the discovery of the true cross. When the young man
was laid on the cross upon which Jesus was eruci-
fied, the expected miracle happened. The boy started
to breath again while his face assumed the color of a
living person, little by litile.

Upon this miracle, the entire city of Jerusa-
lem was overjoyed. The cross that performed the
miracle was accepted as the true Cross of Jesus.
Soon a church was erected upon the site to accom-
modate both Christ’s crucifixion and burial places.
The church was called Holy Sepulcher. This edifice,
which stands high and impressive in old Jerusalem,
is owned only by Roman Catholics, Greek Orthodox
and Armenians having equal shares in it. Thus,
along with six hundred million Catholics and three
hundred million Orthodox around the world the little
Armenian nation is co-partner in the Cathedral of the
Holy Sepulcher worth billions of dollars if it is pos-
sible to designate any monetary value to it,

_ Judas, the Jew, upon seeing the miraculous
event converied o Christianity. Later he became the
Patriarch of Jerusalem changing his name to Cyril.
He was martyred with his mother, Anna, in Jerusa-
lem.

What can we learn from the feast of the dis-
covery of Jesus’ Cross is as important as its finding
from the dump yard of Jerusalem. Each Christian
has a cross buried in his soul, but often times lays
among or under strange mafterials, negative behavior,
tendencies and vices, such as pride, jealousy, impure
thoughts, arrogance, criminal lendencies, disobedi-
ence to the law of the land, disobedicnee to our tra-
ditions and parental authority, and especially dis-
obedience to the Law of God. If the celebration of
the discovery ol the cross will not eflect our inner
life, thoughts, tendencics and behavior, if we arc re-
solved to continue to pile up more and more vices
upon those which we already possess, this festive
day is not ours, neither can it belong to us.
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“And we know that our old being has been
put to death with Christ on 1lis Cross, in order that
the power of the sinful sclf might be destroyed, so
that we should no longer be the slaves of
Sin” (Romans 6:6).

“As for me, however, 1 will boast only about
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ; for by means of
His Cross the world is dead to me, and Tam dead to
the world. Tt does not matter at all whether or not
one is circumncised; what does matter is being a new
creature” (Galatians 6:14-15).

This is a time for a deep search in the utmost
corners of our souls that we may find the Cross of
Jesus (ihe eachings of the Gospel and the Saving
Grace of The Holy Spirit) in our hearts. That Cross
should prevail both on our thoughts and desires that
we may arise above our vices and control them in-
stcad of being controlled and enslaved by them. Re-
member the cross was found once. But we can find it
in our hearts every moment of our life. The Kud
Khatch, therefore, is not a one day event, but evolves
our entire life.




Lord Jesus Christ,
For the sake of thy holy cross,
Be with me to shield me.

Lord Jesus Christ,
By the memory of thy blessed
cross, Be within fo
sfrengthen me.

Lord Jesus Christ,
: For thy holy cross,
¥ Be ever round about me to protect

Lord Jesus Christ,
For thy glorious cross,
Go before me to direct my steps.

Lord Jesus Christ,
For thy adorable cross,
Come thou affer me to guard me,

Lord Jesvs Christ,
=y For thy cross worthy of all praise,
¥ Overshadow me to bless me.

Lord Jesus Christ,
For thy noble cross,
Be thou in me to lead me fo thy
kingdom,

11" Century prayer
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4.- Sunday
Theme: The Gift of our Heart

Gospel Reading: (Mark 12:41-44)

o Lord’s Prayer and Prayer on beginning work;
“Jesus, Wisdom of the Father, grant mc wisdom,
that T may at all times think, speak and do before
You thal which is good in Your sight. And save
me from evil thoughts, words and deeds. Have
mercy upon Your creatures, and upon mec great
sinner that [ am”.

+ Reading/teaching of Psalms [10 minufes]
Psalm 23

- The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not wani. e

makes me to lie down in green pastures; He lcads

me beside the still waters.

= He restores my soul; He leads me in the paths of

righteousness for His namc’s sake.

- Yea, though I walk through the valley of the

shadow of death, 1 will fear no evil; for You are

with me; Your rod and Your staff, thcy comfort me.

= You prepare a table beforc me in the presence of

my enemies; You anoint my head with oil; my cup

runs over.

- Surely goadness and mercy shall follow me all the

days of my life; and I will dwell in the house of the

Lord lorever.

o Teaching of Prayer/ biblical verses [10 min-
utes]

Biblical Verse

- “Blessed is he who considers the poor; The Lord
will deliver him in lime of trouble” (Psalm 41:1).

- “Do good, O Lord, to those who are good, and io
those who are upright in their hearts” (Psabm
125:4).

- “For what profit is it to a man if he gains the
whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will
a man give in exchange for his soul?” (Mait.
16:26).
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- “It is more blessed to give than io receive” (Acts
20:35).
- “God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7).

Teaching of ‘sharagan’ or Spiritual hymns.
[10 minutes]

From the Hymns of Holy Badarak
“The Body of the Lord”
Marmin deroonagan yev aryoun purgchagan gaarda-
chi, yergnayin zoroolyounk hanere-vooyls yerquen
yev gsen anhanquisd parparov. Soorp, Soorp, Scorp,
Der zorootyants.

The Body ol the Lord and the Blood of the Savior
are represented before us; the invisible heavenly
hosts are singing and saying with unceasing voice:
Holy, 1loly, Iloly is the Lord of Hosts.

On this Sunday it is appropriate to talk
about love-offerings; gifts which are outflow of a
loving sacrificial spirit. 1t is not the size/ amount
of the gift that matters, but the loving heart;
sharing our gifts, using our talents for the glory
of God by serving His church and reaching out
the needy.

Prayer

“Christ, Guardian of all creatures, let Your
right hand be a shadow over me day and night, tar-
rying at home and traveling, sleeping and rising,
that { may never fail. Have mercy upon Your crea-
tures, and upor me, great sinner that { am”.
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NOVEMBER
1.- Sunday
All Saints Day (Halloween)
Saints: Champions of the Church
Theme: Where are our names written?
Gospel Readings: (Ephesians 1:3-14, Luke
8:17-21),

¢ Lord’s Prayer and Prayer on beginning work;
“Jesus, Wisdom of the Father, grant me wisdom,
that I may at all times think, speak and do before
You that, which is good in Your sight. And save
me from evil thoughts, words and deeds, Have
mercy upon Your creatures, and upon me great
sinner that I am”.

o Reading/teaching of Psalms |10 minutesj
Psalm 26:1-6

- Vindicale me, O Lord, for [ have walked in my in-
tegrity. I have trusted in the Lord; I shall not slip.

= Examine me, O Lord, and prove me; try my mind
and my heart.

- For Your loving kindness is before my eyes, and I
have walked in Your truth,

= I have not sat with idolatrous mortals, nor will I go
in with hypocrites.

- I have hated the assembly of evildoers, and will not
sit with the wicked.

= I will wash my hands in innocence; so I will go
about Your altar, O Lord.

+ Teaching of Praycr/ Biblical verscs
[10 minutes]

Biblical Verse

- "Do not turn fo mediums or wizards; do not
seek them out, to be defiled by them"” (Leviticus
19:31, 20.27).

- “Do not practice divination or sorcery, or
inferpret omens, or engage In witcherdaff, or cast
spells. Do not seek a medium or spiritist or one who
consults the dead” (Deuteronomy 18:9-12, Isaiah
8:19-20).
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~“What fellowship can light have with dark-
ness? What accord has Christ with Sutan?

- “Live as children of light..and find our
what pleases the Lord" (2 Corinthians 6:14-18,
Ephesians 5:8-14).

« Teaching of ‘Sharagan’ or Spiritual hymns.
[10 minutes)

Oun this Sunday it is appropriate to talk
about All ¢he Saints old and new, known and un-
known, who lived loving good Christian lives fo
the end of their earthly lives, and are in heaven
now, With life and martyrdom they witnessed
Jesus as their Lord and Savior.

The saints in heaven are true heroes of our
Christian faith, because they were cheerful when
it was difficult tv be cheerful; patient, where it
was difficult to be patient; they made our Lord
Jesus Christ the most important and central ele-
ment in their lives”.  [5 minutes].

On this feast it is commendable to encour-
age the students to wear masks and costumes of
biblical heroes and characters as well as fo per-
sonify our Armenian national and ecclesiastical
saints and heroes,
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Prayer

“Christ, Guardian of all creatures, let Your
right hand guard and shelter me day and night;
when I sit in the house, and when I walk or travel,
when [ lie down, and when I rise up, that I may
never fail. Have mercy upon Your creatures, and
upon me, greal sinner that { am”.
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THE ARMENIAN CELEBRATION OF
ALL SAINTS DAY

(IIALLOWEEN)

“I telf you my friends, do not be afiaid... "Luke 12:6-8

In the Armenian Church the day designated
for the Feast of All Saints is variable. In years when
the season of the Cross is nine weeks long, the Feast
ol All Saints is obscrved on the Saturday of the sev-
cnth week (October 29-November 4).

When the season is ten weeks long, the feast
is observed later in November, on the Saturday of
the tenth week.

In the Western Church All Saints” Day is al-
ways observed on November 1. The American holi-
day Ilalloween (celebrated on the evening of Octo-
ber 31), despile having pagan origins, derives its
name from “All Hallows’ (All Saints’) Eve”.

Thus, Halloween (All Saints), is an old Eng-
lish word for ITallows-eve, or holy saints cve.

‘The evening before All Saints Day when, accord-
ing to Anglo-American tradition, those who suffered
horrible and tormented death spread their fear.

‘The Western Anglo-Amcrican celebration of
All Saints-Hallowcen c¢mphasizes the tormented,
terrible torture, suffering deaths as well as wilches,
goblins, ghosts and vampires, demons and pagan
occuliists and recenily, creaturcs from the X File and
even crcatures from the Outer Space and other things
of the night come to take part in this observance ol
Halloween, from which the faithful Christian has no
need to fear, As Christians we should not celebrate
or cncourape Halloween observances, but instead we
should honor and celebrate the saints’ life, their wil-
ness, their unshaken courage and heroic example and
marlyrdom for the glory of Christ and Christian
Church,



Halloween is a pagan festival of the ancient
Druids which honor Sambain, the “lord of the dead™.
It predates Christianity. Food and gifts were pro-
vided by the people as “treats” in order to avoid the
“tricks” of roving evil spirits. Black cats, jack-o-
lanterns, bonfires etc. are all pagan occult magical
practices and beliefs. In an effort to accommodate
pagan influence in Christianity, Pope Gregory III
established a festival for each November st, knows
as “All Hollowed”, to henor dead saints. The night
before October 31st became known as “All Hallows’
Eve” or “Halloween™ when the spirits of the dead
were released.

Therefore, Halloween, being a pagan fostiv-
ity, we as Christians ought to condemn it and refuse
to encourage any of its practices with our children.
Instead, we should choose an exciting Chrislian al-
ternative celebration of our life in Christ. For the
Scriptures in this regard remind us:

i R “Do not turn to mediums or
; t wizards; do not seek them out,

fo be defiled by
W them” (Leviticus 19:31;
] 20:27).

“Do not practice divina-
tion or sorcery, orF interpret
omens, or cngage in wilch-
crafl, or cast spells. Do not
'seek a medivm or spiritist or
" one who consults the dead”
(Deuteronomy 18:9-12;

Isaiah 8:19-20).

“What fellowship can light
have with darkness? What ac-
cord has Christ with Satan?"”
“Live as children of light...and
find out what pleases the
Lord” (11 Corinthians 6:14-18;

| Ephesians 5:8-14)
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The oldest church document that mentions
the celebration of “All Sainis™ is 363 A.D. This cal-
endar indicates the names of the churches; martyrs,
both east and west, together with the days on which
they received the crowns of victory. The calendar sel
aside one day to honor “all those who confessed
Christ; those known”, as wcll as those “whose
names are known to God alone™.

The Armenian Church celebrates All Saints
in late October or on the first Saturday in Novembet,
The observance
of All Saints can
be iraced back to
an carly date of
608 A.D. Its put-
§ pose is to com-
memorale  all
saints, thosc who
have other offi-
cial feasts, as
\ well as those who
do not.

On  this
day the Armenian
Church honors and celebrates “All the Sainls Old
and New, Known and Unknown” who lived loving,
good Christian lives to the end of their carthly lives.

On this day the Church, the whole company
of Saints, the baptized people of God, gather fo
honot those who have been faithful to our Lord Je-
sus Christ, and are promised the victory, reward and
eternal glory of being in the loving presence of God,
and in the company of all the angels and saints in
heaven.

The purpose of All Saints Day is a reminder
that Saints are important because they are/were pre-
cisely like us, human. As such, they are/werc subjeet
to all the human frailtics and tcmptations that we
arc, but on the other hand they made our T.ord Jesus
Christ the most important and central element in
their lives. The key attribute of® All Saints, is that
their eyes are fixed on Jesus, the source of our faith
and tcacher and best example, Jesus endured the hu-
miliation and pain of death on the cross for the pur-
pose of our salvation. So, also, we each have our
own race lo run through the journey of life, with its
own challenges, and temptations.




Jesus completed his race as have the saints,
known and unknown, old and new.

On this day, the good news proclaimed and
celebrated by all the ancient Apostolic Churches, is
that, we have nothing from which we must be altaid.
No mattcr how mistreated, persceuted, painful, op-
pressed or depressed our lives or horrible our death;
in Christ we shall be eternally victorious in the love,
light and presence of God.

On this day, the whole company of saints
gather to honor the faithful in heaven because of
their promised victory, reward and glory in God’s
loving prescnce in Heaven,

On this day, we honor and celebrate all the
saints, old and new, known and unknown, who lived
loving, good Chaistian lives and ate in Heaven now,

The Saints in Heaven are rue heroes of our
Christian faith, because they have faithfully lived the
Great Commandiment: love the Lord your God with
your whole heart and soul and love your neighbor as
yourself. Because they were cheerful when it was
difficult to be cheerlul; patient, when it was difficult
to be paticnt; and because they pushed on, when
they wanted fo stand still and kept silent when they
wanled fo talk; and were agreeable when they
wanted to be disagrecable that was all it was: quitc
simple and always will be.
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2.~ Sunday

Gospel Reading According Church Calendar

» Lord’s Prayer and Prayer on beginning

work; “Jesus, Wisdom of the Father, grant me

wisdom, that I may at all limes think, speak and

do before You that which is good in Your sight.

And save me from evil thoughts, words and

deeds. Have mercy upon Your creatures, and

upon me great sinner that [ am”.

+ Reading/teaching of Psalms [10 minutes)
Psalm 26:7-12

- I will proclaim Your name with voice of thanksgiv-

ing, and tell of all Your wondrous works.

= Lord, I have loved the habitation of Your house,

and the place where Your glory dwells.

- Do not gather my soul with sinners, nor my life

with bloodthirsty men, )

= In whosc hands is a sinister scheme, and whose

right hand is full of bribes.

- But as for me, I will walk in my integrity; redeem

nme and be merciful to me.

= My foot stands in an even place; in the congrega-

tions T will bless the Lord.

o Teaching of Prayer/ biblical verses [10 min-

utes|

HAVADAMK (THE NICENE CREED)

Havadamk ee mee Asdvadz, ee hayrn amena-
gal, ararichn yergni yev yergri, yerevelyaiz yev an-
erevoofeets. Yev ee mee Der Hissoos Krisdos, hortyn
Asdoodzo, dznyaln  Asdoodzo Horeh miadzin,
aysinkn heyooteneh Hor. Asdvadz Asdoodzo, looys
ee looso, Asdvadz jushmarid, Asdoodzo jushmardeh,
dznoomnt yev volch araradz.

Nooyn inkn ee prooteneh Hor, vorov
amenayn inch yeghev hergins yev ee vera yergri,
yerevelik yev anerevooytk.
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We believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
the Creator of heaven and earih, of things visible and
invisible.

And in onc Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of
God, begotten of God Father, Only-Begotten, that is
of the substance of the Father. God of God, Light of
Light, true God of lrue God, Begotten and not made.

Himsclf of the very nature of the Father by
whom all things came into being in heaven and on
earth, hoth visible and invisible.

» Teaching of ‘Sharagan’
hymns. [10 minufes|

or Spiritual

From the hymns of All Saints or Martyrs

Prayer
My Lord God

My Lord God, and Lord benefacior,
Take care of us this night.
Granf my father and mother long life
And happy, comfortable days.
May Your holy uangel never depart
From our side, but keep us always
From temptation, and danger, and awaken us

happily.
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3.- Sunday
Gospel Reading According Church Calendar

¢« Lord’s Prayer and Prayer on beginning
work; “Jesus, Wisdom of the Father, prant me
wisdom, that I may at all times think, speak and
do before You that which is good in Your sight.
And save me from evil thoughts, words and
deeds. Have mercy upon Your crealures, and
upon me great sinncr that I am™,

» Reading/teaching of Psalms [10 minutes)
Psalm 31

- In You, O Lord, T put my trust; let me never be
ashamed; deliver me in Your righleousness,

= Bow down Your ear to me, deliver me speedily; be
my rock of refuge, a fortress of defense to save me.
- For You are my rock and my fortress; therefore, for
Your name’s sake, lead me and guide me,

= Pull mc out of the nct which they have secretly
laid for me, for You are my strenigth.

- Into Your hand I commit my spirit; You have re-
deemed me, O Lord God of truth.

= [ have hated those who regard useless idols; but 1
trust in the Lord.

+  Teaching of Prayer/ biblical verses
[10 minutes|

HAVADAMK (The Nicene Creed Part 2)

Vor haghaks mer martgan, yev vasun mero
pergootyan, itchyal ee hergnits, marmnatsav, mar-
tatsav, dznav gadarelabes ee Muaryama surpo
goosen, Hokvovun Surpov.

Vorov eyar uwzmarmin, hoki yev mid, yev
zamenayn vor inch eh ee murt, jushmardubes yev
votfch gardzyok.

Charcharyal, khatchyal, rtaghyal, herort
avoor harootsyal, yelyal ee herging novin marm-
rovi, nsdav unt atchmeh Hor.

Kualot's eh novin marmnovn yev parok Hor,
ee tadel uzgentanis yev uzmeryals, voro takuvo-
rootyann voich ko vakhjan.
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Who for us men, and for our salvation com-
ing down from hcaven, was incarnate, was made
man, born perfectly of the Holy Virgin Mary by the
Holy Spirit. Thus He assumed flesh, soul and mind
and everything that is in man, truly and net in sem-
blance.

He suffered and was crucified and was bur-
ied, and on the third day He rose again; and ascend-
ing into the heaven with the same body, sat at the
right hand of the Father,

He is to come with the same body and with
the glory of the Father, to judge the quick and the
dead, of whase kingdom there is no end.

. Teaching of ‘Sharagan’ or Spiritual hymns,
[10 minutes]

Krisdos ee metch mer haydnetsav, vor enn
Asdvadz asd pazmetsav, khaghaghooiyan Isayn
huntcheisav, soorp voghtchooyni hraman duvay,
Yegheghetsis mi antzn yeghev, hampooyrus hot Iur-
man duvay, fushnamootyoonun hearisav sern un-
thanoorus supretsav, ari  bashdonyuyk parizyal
uzizayn dook zorhnoolyoon ee mi peran, miyasnagan
asdvadzootyan voroom srovpekn yen surpa-pan.

Christ has been revealed among us; He who
is God is here scatcd, thc wvoice of peace has
sounded, the command for Holy greeting has been
given. The Church has become one soul, the kiss has
been given as a {ull bond, the adversity has been re-
moved, and love has been spread among us all
Now, O you ministers, raising your voice, give
praise in unison, to the umited Godhead to whom
Seraphim give praise.

Prayer
My Lord God

My Lord God, and Lord benefactor,
Take care of us this night.
Grant my father and mother long life
And happy, comfortable days.
May Your holy angel never depart
From our side, but keep us always
From temptation, and awaken us happily.
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4.- Sunday
THANKSGIVING

Theme: How Can We Be Thankful ?
Biblical Readings:

(Leviticus 22:29, T Chronicles 16:7-10,
Psalm 26:6-7, 50:14, 69:30, 100:2-5, 116:17,
118:1, Jeremiah 30:19, Amos 4:5, 11 Chronicles
9:11-15, I Thessalonians 3:9, 5:16-18, I Timothy
4:4-5, Hebrew 13:15-16, Philippians 4:6-7, Vat-
thew 11:25),

o Lord’s Prayer and Prayer on bcginning
work; “Jesus, Wisdom of the Father, grant me
wisdony, that I may at all times think, speak and
do before You that which is good in Your sight.
And save me from evil thoughts, words and
deeds. Have mercy upon Your creatures, and
upon me great sinner that T am™.

* Reading/teaching of Psalms [10 minutes]
Psalm 100

- Make a joyful shout to the Lord, all you lands!

= Serve the Lord with gladness;

- Come belore I1is presence with singing.
= Know that thc Lord, He is God; It is Ile who has
made us, and not we oursclves; we are His people
and the sheep of His pasture,

- Enter inlo Ilis gates with thanksgiving, and into
His counrts with praise. Be thankful to ITim, and bless
His name,
= For the Lord is good; His mercy is everlasting, and
His truth endures to all generations.

s Teaching of Prayer/ biblical verses
[10 minutes]




q-n'Cumirml‘mf: Hweombuml aq_oﬁ,g

{}"'ﬁﬂfrfw{uﬂzngﬁ'ﬁz_fzv 2554, ﬂ? Hursorrrewd'
gy Kfpipn, npp pre mbunblyfs prperfy ompinr-
Loz gty Sy ' Bt pogrge wipraipand by, ful pre
wurasirefprnkbbprre g Sagbimp prpandp prena-
coprlgfyr phaf S wren g g blymm

”3’7 wy goprageess, S f;cv_, npregl gl Y-
Gekp pree yararnefoprark by aparlhy urpmopr Lo il
bl upagfngh foremm e ard dfpry ' fiyerr prre
?wa&utz S upblip br pre f_i.'lym[wuﬂm:ué' Fw{r/!g-
Shpmey Swulfilip prpnp sorppbpreg $Shar dpaafl,
Sy $pyperif be f?’{f,ﬁ{ﬁﬁ' Gfowrreu Fppunmupy wyuyp-
ﬁuﬁ_w} QI prsfprk Autiprig rarnsfoparre ffresdhprpe
g)}ﬂ}! ﬁf {uf/é[éﬂr ;/.;lluz‘gér, ﬁd)"]fthﬁ'ﬂ&ﬁ/il";zf e
wyarafor pry sty ol br dfiyar Ko pee frrorkaskia prre foon Klifog
/P2

L

& wipr b neuneyned [l(] fus gl L—mi:]
U- Vumwpurgh g bpls

((q-n‘;mi:wd‘,g))

Rer§uburdp pyplh, SEp, np Gbpuwlypbyby
pradlby gkl Sk ﬂﬁgmfrﬂ:} 2t sy fubpay
rrgdupdfply b gupfily fio fipgrefipes wyfos pip
&e %J'wlf/'g m’z'n‘w’z:y Jﬁ'??qy:

ﬁ‘l’riunl.pkdr 4— ap oy mm[J[n_ {uounf_ﬁ n}
d‘ﬁmﬁr Eflmmb&-i{mfl 4:1:1_:1:{_1!' ke ﬁmzq&{rnﬂ}{r
J':m:{;b, mﬂ[n' ‘?-n‘;mgwimt_[&kmfl moit{vif qu.ﬁu:{i
be Pm{rrqm&wi: fnJmumﬁ&[lﬂ z_b&mm.[zif: ngmmgbl
[3{“ [;ﬁ'i{j_ J[-fngf:f;pﬂ;[ d’frp /zpm[umnnz_funnr_[c?[n_hﬂ
Iﬂli:wfl@ mpmulJrnJmk!: i f:ﬂffz &E ‘:mufzfimf:@

«lr!rmfunfmxf_;'m ufl[r.m)} memm{fn:.ﬁfnu:fp: ‘Imp:l_mz
‘Swug Fﬂpnmfd;-pn:jl’ F(fzftnx_ﬁ[u_bg ('ln:_!{- 17:41-
19

134

Morning Prayer of Thanksgiving

We give You thanks, O Tord our God, who
by Your visible light have given joy to all Your
creatures, and by the divine light of Your cammand-
ments have enlightened all who believe in You.

Strengthen us also, O Lord, 1o keep Your
commandments this day and at all times, that hav-
ing been enlightened in mind, we may do Your will
and receive Your heavenly gifts with all Your saints,
through the grace and mercy of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ, to whom be glory, dominion and
honor, now and forever, world without end. Amen.

Teaching of ‘Sharagan’ or Spiritual

hymms. |13 minutes]

From the Hymns of Holy Badarak
“Thanksgiving”

Qohanami uzken, De’, vor geragretzer tz-
mez  hanmahagan  seghuno” ko,  Pushkheloy
wzmarmind yev zaryounl ee pergoufyoon ashkharhi,
yev gyank antzants merots.

We thank You, O Lord, for having fed us
from Your Immortal Table, by giving Your Body
and Blood for the salvation of the warld and for the
everlasting life of our souls.

It is highly recommended to speak about
the family gathering to celebrate and give thanks
to God for His many blessings. How do we ex-
press our gratitude? Explain the meaning of “a
grateful heart.” Read the miracle of “Ten Lepers’
{(Luke 17:11-19).
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Thanksgiving and glory
We will give You always.
You give noutishiment
To the flowers of the valley,
And to the birds in the sky.
We always enjoy Your graccs,
Dcar Father, beneficent God.
Glory to You, forever. Amen.

Prayer
Before Meal

“Let us peacefully eat this meal which the
Lord provides for us. Blessed is the Lord in all His
gifts. Amen”,

After Meal

“Let us give thanks and glory to the
Nouwrisher of the universe who have nourished and
Jilled us. To Him be glory forever. Amen”.
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THE FEAST OF THANKSGIVING

Thanksgiving Day is celebrated in the United
Statcs on the foutth Thursday of November. Al-
though Thanksgiving Day does not appear on the
calendar of the Armenian Church, there are good
reasons which make it necessary that we should ob-
scrve it in our churches, One of the main reasons for
this is that the origin and aim of Thanksgiving Day
is religious. Another reason is that it is an American
holiday, and we, as American citizens, have to ob-
scrve it, not only by taking the day off but also by
attending a church service.

In the Old ‘T'cstament Abel, Noah and Abra-
ham were ranked as the first ones whose acts of
thanksgiving have been recorded in the Book of
Genesis. In the New Testament Christ Himsell
thanked the Heavenly Father on various occasions
and reaffirmed the beauty and necessity of thanks-

giving.

‘The Christian Church in general and the Ar-
menian Church in particular, keep alive the spirit of
thanksgiving in daily Services as well as in the Di-
vine Liturgy. Our fathers found reasons [or gratitude
not only for the higher gifls of God, but for thc most
ordinary things in life. They thanked God, for exam-
ple, for the /ight which we enjoy every day: “We
give Thee thanks, O Lord our God, Who by Thy
visible light hast given joy to all Thy crcatures. We
give Thee thanks, O Lord our God, Who by the di-
vine light of Thy commandments hast enlightened
all who believe in Thee”. Our fathers gave thanks to
God even for that common nightly rest, which we
hardly think of as something worthy to be thankful
for. “Let us give thanks unto the Lord, Who by His
own mercy has guided us in owr daily labor and
grantcd us to come to rest this night”. (Prayer Book)




Indeed, thanklulness to God is the
heart of religion. It is acknowledging God’s
Providenee and expressing the dependence of
mankind on His bounty. Thankfulness is the
act of 4 noble heart.

In hearts that are full of meanness
and pride, virtues never grow. Withoul a
sense of thankfulness it is hard, cven impos-
siblc to be sociable or religious. “Man, for all
his splendar, if he have not prudence, resem-
bles the beasts that perish.” (Ps. 49: 20)

Thanksgiving helps to make the best
kind of living because an appreciative person
is one who is glad for everything God gives.

Historically the first  American
Thanksgiving was celebrated in 1621 by the
Pilgrims, Plymouth colonists who had seftled
in the new land. The firsi dreadlul winter in
Massachusetls had killed ncarly half the
members of the colony. But new hope grew
up in the summer of 1621, The corn harvest
brought rejoicing. Governor William Brad-
ford decreed that a threc-day feast be held,

In 1789, President George Washing-
ton issued a proclamation for the day of
‘Thanksgiving, in which he stated: “As a day
of public Thanksgiving and prayer, to be ob-
served by acknowledging with grateful hearts
the many and signal favors of Almighty
God™.

Then, in 1863, President Lincoln |
praclaimed the last Thursday in November,

as an official Thanksgiving Day.

The expression of gratitude to God
for His hounty, when He has supplied the
necessary means and resources (o salisly the
mosl primary human needs, is an idca which

is by no means exclusively Christian; it be--
longs almost to all faiths. Nevertheless, in the 3
Christian religion, following the personal %

example of our Savior, the obligation of §
thanksgiving has been emphasized from the g

very beginning.
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God.

One of the major problems, is that

i many have lost their sense of actual and literal

dependence upon Geod. The Pilgrim Fathers
considered it sufficient to give thanks to God
because they had crude dwellings to shelter

d them, a few wild turkeys to {eed them, and an

abundant crop which would cnsure their food

-~ supply for the year. As far as our present mate-

tial needs are concerned, we are @ hundred
times better off than the Pilgrim Fathers, but
we, in our indilference, no longer consider that
today to be a sufficient grounds for giving
thanks to God. In fact, many people do not
even consider il necessary to cxpress their
thanks to God at all. Today we take many
things for granted, and complain when we fail
to obtain fuxuries that we feel we should have.
On Thanksgiving Day we may give half-
hearled thanks, while inwardly we are bitter
and complain about our bad luck on the other
days of the year.

On Thanksgiving Day let us give hearty
thanks to God for all visible and invisible gifis
through which He has blessed us as a church
and community.

How do we express gratitude?
We can express our gratilude in words,
deeds and return giving.

The gift of gratitude should help each
of us to have a burning desire to sharc with
others. The good gifts which God has pro-
vided, including the obvious and the unrecog-
nized, are tiuly His gifts. The world is God’s,
and we are stewards. Blessings come to us in
order that we might thankfully share them. Let
us keep the cmphasis upon the giver of the
gifts rather than the gifts themselves.

Most famines arc not natural disasters
but social disasters, resulting from unjust eco-
nomic and political arrangements, not acts of

Gratitude to God will help make possi-

M ble the full, rich vsc of His gifts.



On this day let our people as befits Christian
citizens of this land, gather in their appointed places
of worship to offer hearifelt thanks to God in the
name ol Jesus Christ our Redeemer and our Lord.

Let us gratefully romember all of his deal-
ings with us which manifest his great love for us and
for those also in which lave is hidden from our eyes;
for fricndship and duty; lor good hupes and precious
memories; for the joys that cheer us and the trials
that teach us to trust in him.

Let us graicfully remember his unbounded
favor unto our land; his gifts of liberty and order;
unity and peace; peaceful times and fruitful season.

Let us, therefore, as we give thanks to al-
mighty God for all his benefits toward us, also be-
seech him to give us that due sense of all his mer-
cies, that our hearts may be unceasingly thank[ul and
that we may show forth our praise not only with our
lips but also in our lives.

Let us observe some biblical verses on
Thanksgiving:

“Serve the T.ord with gladness. Come before
His presence with singing...

Enter into llis gates with thanksgiving, and
inta His courts with praise. Be thankful to Him, and
bless His name, For the Lord is good. His mercy is
everlasting, and His truth endures atl generations”
(Ps. 100:2-5),

“T will praise the name of God with a song,
and will magnify Him with thanksgiving” (Ps.
69:30).

“Therefore by Him let us continually offer
the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our
lips, giving thanks to His name. But do not forget to
do good and share for with such sacrifices God is
well pleased” (Heb. 13:15-16).

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, in
cverything give thanks; for this is the will of God in
Christ Jesus for you” (I Thessalonians 5:16-18).
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“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by
prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your
request be made known to God; and the peace of
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard
your hearts and minds through Jesus Christ” (Phil.
4:6-7).
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DECEMBER
1.- Sunday
Feast of The First Illuminators:
Sts. Thaddeus and Bartholomew
Theme: Christianity In Armenia
o Gospel Readings (Matt. 28:16-20, 9:35-10:7,
Luke 9:1-6).

e Lord’s Prayer and Praycr om hceginning
work; “Lord, may Your loving favor rest upon
us, and prosper all the work we undertake.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to
the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.” Or

“Let the words of my mouth and the medita-
tion of my heart be always acceptable in Your sight,
O Lord, my strength and my redeemer. Glory be to
the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,
now and always, world without end. Amcn.”

» Reading/teaching of Psalms [10 minutes]

Psalm 113

- Praise, O servants of the Lord, praise the name of

the Lord!

= Blessed be the name of the Lord from this lime

forth and forevermore!

- From the rising of the sun to its going down the

T.ord’s name is to be praised.

= The Lord is high above all nations, His glory

above the heavens.

- Who is like the I.ovd our Gad, Who dwells on high,

= Who humbles limself to behold the things that are

in the heavens and in the carth?

- He raises the poor out of the dust, and lifts the

needy out of the ash heap,

= That He may seat him with princes, with the

princes of His people.

- He grants the barren woman a home, like a joyful

mother of children.
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» Teaching of Prayer/ biblical verses
[10 minutes]

- “Go and make disciples of all the nations,
baplizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe
all things that T have commanded you; and lo, 1 am
with vou always, even 1o the end of thc age”

{Matt.28:19-20):

- “Heavenly King, preserve Your Church un-
shaken, and keep the worshippers of Your name in
peace”.

-
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On this Sunday it is appropriate to speak
about the historical background of the conversion
of the Armenian people to Christianity, and the
Apostolic origin of the Avmenian Church, It was
through the missionary cfforts of St. Thaddeus
and St. Bartholomesw thut the Gospel of Jesus
Christ spread throughout the land of Armenia.
Their lives ended in martyrdom in the first cen-
tury. Then in the third century we adopted Chris-
tianity as state religion.

|5 minutes].
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The Conversion of Armenia to Christianity

At the time Christ was born, life in Armenia
was very simple. Only some of the nobles and the
pricsts of the old religion went to school or had pri-
vate teachers. Most of the people of Armenia shared
problems common to the rest of humanity. Would
the weather be favorable for their crops? Would
they or their children be stricken with illncss?
Would their men be killed in battle?

Although their lives were filled with routines
that followed the seasons of the year- spring sowing,
autumn harvesting, or major cvents in lifc ~ birth,
adolescence, marriage, death, there were so many
things the ancient people of Armenia would not un-
derstand. Why did it rain one week and not the
next? Why would the farmer’s wife be taken sick
and not the potter’s wife? Even such simple things
as the reason why the sun rises in the east every
morning, but sels in the west each evening, were
mysferics to them. Long before Christ’s birth, they
had begun to explain each mystery by starting the
idea that a god, or invisible spirit, was responsible
for the evenis they could nol understand. Over the
centurics, the gods of Armenia had been given
names. The feelings of the people toward these gods
were direct. They always tried to please the gods by
giving them gifls, or offerings. People believed that
if the gods were pleased, the course of events would
favor the people. When the gods were angry, mis-
fortune and disaster would result.

Since the people’s lives were so closely con-
neeted to the natural rhythm of the carth, most of
these pagan gads were thought to be connected with
nature, the moon, the sun, and the stars.

Aramazd, or Ahura Mazda, the god whose
worship was spread by the Persian prophet Zoro-
aster, was identified with the sun. He represented
the forces of light, or good, as opposed to darkness.
Al {irsi a very moral faith, the worship of Aramazd,
called Zoroastrianisim, became little more than fire
worship. In modern Iran, some people still follow
this religion,

The Armcnian god, Mithva, or Mihr, was
also connected with the sun. When the sum shone,
the Armenians believed this was Mithra’s blessing.
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Mithra’s wife, Anahit, was considercd the
source of all womanly virlues, She was worshipped
as the goddess of mothcrhood, of the fertitity of the
soil, and of the life-giving waters without which
their crops would not grow. The people alsa be-
lieved she controlled the mountain lakes and streams
which gave them their drinking water. Responsible
for the earth in which they planted their crops and
the water which they needed to live, she became the
most important of the gods. The Armenians thought
she was loving, understanding of human weakness,
and forgiving. They built many temples in her
honor, and filled them with rich gifts. Special statues
of Anahit were made of gold. That is why shc was
sometimes called Voskedzin, mcaning, “born of
gold”, or Foskemayr, meaning “mother of gold”.

The most popular goddess was Astghik, the
goddess of love and beauty. She was often identi-
fied with thc Greek goddess Aphrodite. The rose
(vart) was her favorite flower, the dove her favorite
bird. Her festival, called Varlevar, was held at the
beginning ol sumumer,

The ancicnt Armenians were very supetsti-
iious, and believed in imaginary spirits and mon-
sters. They also thought that oak and popular trces

. were sacred to the gods.

The pagan pricsts became very wealthy and
powerful., The common people would make gifts (o
the gods, which were kept by the priests. They
sometimes received as much as onc-fifth of the
riches that the Armcnian kings would bring back
when they defeated other armies or conquered for-
eign lands. The priests owned vast amounts of land.
They even had their own armies, and did not have to
pay taxes to the kings. Their sons did not have to
serve in the king’s army. The position of priest was
hereditary, passed down from [ather to son.



The New Faith

As the years passed, many Armenians began
to feel that the pagan gods were not protecting their
country. In spite of all their offerings made to please
the gods, foreign armies came and stole their horses,
burned their houses, and carried off their women and
children. FEven gifts of gold and silver no longer
seemed to make the gods happy. They only made
the priests rich. The farmer who had offered his
sheep to the gods would see his crops will during a
dry summer. As foreign armies passed through Ar-
menia, each with different gods, the people began to
wonder which were the right gods.

Just as the time that many Armenians had
begun to doubt their gods, a man named Thaddeus,
one of the twelve Apostles of Jesus Christ, came to
Armenia to spread the new faith called Christianity.
Saint Thaddeus told the people thai the gods they
worshipped did not cxist. He cxplained that there
could not be many gods, each with different inter-
ests. Only one God, who created the universe, ex-
istcd. He taught the people that the Son on this one
God had taught him, that they should love and help
one another. He told them that riches were not im-
portant {0 this God, who could only be pleased by
good behavior, not by gifts of gold or silver. Those
who wauld lead good lives in this waorld would have
great wealth of spirit in the next. [le faught them
about the Ten Commandments, and the life and good
works of Jesus. These cxamples, he said, would
show them how they could live in peace with their
own families and with their neighbors. The people
of the world should not act according to their super-
stitions, but should base their treatment of cach other
on this higher code of conduct.

St. Thaddeus gained many followers in Ar-
menia. Among them was the beautiful Princess San-
doukht, daughter of King Sanadruk. The King was
very angry with Sandoukht when he learned that she
had become a Christian. He would not allow her to
sc¢ the other Christians, and had his guards watch
her night and day. He forced her to attend the great
feasts, which he held in the palace every night. He
gave her lavish gifts — unusual birds, small caged
animals, bcautiful silk gowns — but she hardly no-
ticed them. She would not give up her new religion.

146

The king hecame
furious at his daughter.
“Low dare you accept this
foreign religion? Do you
now what the Armenian
people are saying? They
are whispering to cach
other that their king is a
fool, and your conversion
proves that even the gods
have abandoncd them!”
The king paced back and
forth as he shouted at this
once-beloved  daughler.
His face had turned bright
red with anger. The veins at his temples pounded
visibly with the force of his heartbeat.

Princess Sandoukht sank timidly into a chair.
Her face remaincd calm. She gazed firmly into her
father’s ¢yes. “The Christian God does not come
and go with foreign armies,” she asserted. “He is a
God of kindness, truth and wisdom. These virtucs
are as much Armenian as they arc Jewish or Roman.
They are the same all over the world.”

“How dare you defy me!” the king ex-
claimed. He suddenly rushed toward her and grab-
bing her shoulders, began to shake her.  Seeing the
tcars welling up in her eyes, he stopped, and for a
moment, gently stroked the smooth skin of her check
as he had done when she was a baby. Then, just as
abruptly, he turned away.

“Take her to the dungeon and place her in
chains,” he ordered the puards. “Perhaps that will
make you appreciate your father more than your re-
ligion,” he muttered in a hoarse whisper.

Throughout Artnenia, everyone talked about
Princess Sandoukht and her imprisonment. Thosc
who were nol Christians became very curious about
the new religion that had changed the princess so
much that she disobeyed the king himself, her own
father. Many more people came to the Christians’
meelings, and many more were converted. The pa-
gan pricsts grew anxious that they might gradually
lose their power and wealth if this religion continued
to spread. The priests complained to the king.




“These Christians call their Christ the king of
Man,” the clever priests told King Sanadruk. “Now
that your own daughter defies you and chooses to go
to prison for her King, the Armenian people are say-
ing that this King must be powerful indeed.”

The King became livid with anger. “Fetch
this rebellious woman!” he roared at the palace
guards.

“And you,” he shouted, poling the chiel
priest of the goddess Anahit in the chest. “You take
your friends and get out of here. Go count your gold
pieces, polish your statues!”

The startled priests backed away from the
king, frightened. No onc had cver dared fo talk to
then in such language,

“Get out, get out! Ile bellowed, jusl as Prin-
cess Sandoukht was brought into his presence.

King Sanadruk was shocked at his daughtei’s
appearance. Her once-beautiful robbers were tat-
tered and filthy. Iler face was think and haggard.
Her dark eyes, however, seemed lovclicr than cver,
For an instant he wantcd to run to his little girl — the
same girl who, since his wife’s death, would never
sleep at night until she knew he was safely in bed.
He wanted so much to embrace her; to sce her cycs
shine with happiness again. Then he remembered
how shc herself betrayed him and made him look
foolish to the priests and to the people of Armenia.
Ile ordered the guards to lead her fo a table ncar his
throng, then sent the guards away.

As Sandoukht watched, the king placed a
crown and a sword on the table.

“The choice is yours,” her father told her,
“Either you give up this idle religion and sit by my
side as ruler of Armenia, or you choose death by the
sword.”

Princess Sandoukht looked up at him. She
felt very tired, Her months of imprisonment had
seemed like years. She felt far, far older than this
man who stood belore her.

When she finally spoke, her voice seemed
very weak, “Father, T wish I could make you under-
stand that T am no less a faithful davghter to you be-
cause of my new religion. Being a Christian has
even made me understand you far better that 1 cver
did before. Christ did not condemn those who put
him to death, but prayed for God to forgive them
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because they did not realize that he had come to help
everyone, and wished them no harm.”

“Are you trying to say thal 7 don’t under-
stand you?” the king began fo shake with fury.
“Choose, child!™”

The princess lowered her eyes. She stood
there for a minute, completely motionless and silent.

“Choose!” the king bellowed.

Princess Sandoukht slowly raised her hand
and rcached out toward the table. She first touched
the crown. Her fingers moved slowly over the cold
metal, the smooth precious stoncs, Her hand
dropped to her sidc again. She hesitated, then again
raised her hand.

The king watched with disbelief as she lificd
the heavy sword and handed it to him. He felt as if
he himself had been stabbed,

Princess Sandoukht became the [irst Arme-
nian martyr. She was the first Christian to lose her
life 1in Avmenia for her faith.

Until modern times, many Armenian womeil
have equaled Sandoukht’s devotion to her religion.
The fact that the first Christian to die for her faith
was a woman, and that many other women martyrs
followed her, has given the Armenian women the
strength to cling to their beliefs in times of national
and personal crisis.

After St. Sandoukht’s death, King Sanadruk
wanted to rid Armenia of the religion thal had madc
his own daughter choose death, He ordered that all
Christians should be killed, including his sister, Vos-
gouhe.

Another of Christ’s Iwelve apostles, St. Bai-
tholomew, had come to the northern part of Armenia
to spread Christ’s teachings in that region. Both St.
Rartholomew and St. Thaddeus were also maityred
by King Sanadruk’s soldiers.




St, Thaddeus and St. Bartholomew are called
our first illominators. They first brought the New
Light to the Armenian people in the first century.
For its Apostolic origin the Armenian Church is
called Apostolic.

The Armenian Church is a true branch of the
One, Holy, Apostolic and Catholic (Universal)
Church of Christ. All Churches established by the
Apostles of our Lord have Apostolic Succession,

The Armenian Apostolic Church is ong of
the three oldest Christian Churches, the other two
being the Greek Orthodox and the Roman Catholic
Churches.

Armenia was the first country to accept Christi-
anity as the religion of the state, and Armenians had
the first Chrislian king in history, king Tirtad, who
after being cured and healed from his illness,
through the relentless efforts and courageous preach-
ing of St. Gregory the Illuminator, proclaimed Chris-
tianity state religion of Armenia in 301 A.D.

(Excerpts from the hook “Retracing the Footsteps
of our Forefathers.”
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funpfunpuunp protgpuanUbg: Uunup hpbug nhpeb—
ptU  punupugrep Jup Bbpncbgw npugtu pdpnug
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ku b hp Yondt Up npyochu ogubine huefup wunug!
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Jwpnhly L Uagpneony dwpuywithg Bue uwluyu
Jwpnng by hpboquuayubpan, quppbpngeshun dbo E:
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e, unr dudwiiwubpndy, pp gruauadhu dbnen
wizfuwrth nue skp gnpodwd:

WYEGsuyLEM M b

Suwduwiy U Spng Jbe  ghrwgpuilniud
hpb2quulyubipnt. wiun Wubpot,  tpwippbp wwsgpoliubpne
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5:8, U. 3ndh. 3:8), hp wdpwpipurws huwn—
ynebwl bl wwugpuwdpnvpbuwu nwtu wnnhtuR® hn
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L cganizgn nnnuaighu 1:15-16):

Uy, Bpljuught wisjehe me withwdwp
hpbyweyubpky be Yupgbpby, pop U, Spng Jbgh
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biblical, and is
confirmed by
both the OId
Testament and
the New ‘l'csta-
ment, There are
many passages
in the Bible
about  angcls.
For  c¢xample,
some  angels
visited Abraham

Angcls
are  preemi-
nent and con-
sidcred  holy
in all of God’s
creation., They
are those
spiriteal  be-
ings who re-
mained stead-
[asi in grace
and from the

beginning re- THE ANGELS in  conneclion
fused the with the de-
charm of evil, dedicated themselves to the perpetual siruction of the sinful citics of Sodom and Gomor-
glorification of the Creator, rah. It was the angel of God who guided the people
of Israel into the promised land. The angels con-

Although their creation is not recorded spe- versed with prophets. They served as guides ta the

cifically in the story of Creation, in the Book of Job servants of God. It was an angel who announced the
(38:7), it is written, “When the morning stars sang birth of St. John the Baptist. Angels gave the good
together, and all the angels of God shouted for joy;” news of the Birth of the Savior to the shepherds.
it is implied that they were created prior to the stars, They sang the first Christian hymn, “Glory to God in
in other words, on the second day of Creation. Both the highest” (Lukc 2:14). Our Lord often spoke
the Old and New Testaments abound with rcferences about angels, They were the first and joyous wit-
confirming the existence of the angels. In harmony nesses of 1lis glorious resurrection. Thus angels ap-
with the plan of Creation certain creations were pear every now and then in the course of the biblical
crediled with only body, others with body and spirit; history from the beginning to the end.

it is logical, thercfore that certain creations were The existence and appearance ol angels be-
only of the spirit. One group of those spiritual heings ing a matier of hislorical record, we must learn
was able to defeat evil and obtain everlasting joy something about their nature

through the exercise of fiee will and conscious deci- Angels are spiritual beings created by God at

sion while the other group, defeated by evil, lost the beginning of the creation ol the world. They are
their holiness. The first group of goad and holy be- gifted like men, with intclligence and tree will, but

ings are called ‘angels’ the latter are called ‘devils’ they are distinctly diffcrent from men in the fact that
or evil spirits, they do not possess physical bodies.
They are by nature invisible to men, but they
In Christian understanding as established by can manifest themselves, if God so wills, in assumed
the Iloly Scriptures, the angel’s duty is the glorilica- apparcnt bodics.
tion of God. The word Angel is a Greek word meaning
The Christian Church venerates not only ‘messenger.” The Armenian word for Angel,
saints but also the angels. The Armenian Church ‘hreshdag,” has the same mcaning. This gives a clue
celebrates and commemorates the [east of the angels, to the naturc of their fonction: angels attend God and
archangels, and all the Heavenly host specially Mi- cxecute His commands on earth and in the universe
chagl and Gabricl on the Saturday preceding the as a whole. St Paul said, “They are ministering spir-
Eight Sunday after the Exaltation of the Holy Cross. its sent (o minister 1o them who shall receive the in-

heritancc of salvation” (Heb.1:14). In other words,
‘Therefore, the Armenian Church belicves in - they are God’s servants who carry out His orders.
the existence of spiritual beings. This belief is
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Angels are repre-
sented  throughout
the Bible as a class
of spiritual beings,
intermediate  be-
R tween God and men.
It is commonly ac-
cepted that there are
nine orders or
classes of Angels.
The degree of their
closeness to God
g and the character of
Bl their function, serve
as the basis for their
classification  into
il different orders.

Il is an es-
tablished belicf that
all Christians, at
# least all children,
have their Guardian
Angels. “See that you despisc not onc of these litiler
ones,” said Christ, “for T say to you that their angels
in heaven always see the face of my FFather who is in
heaven” (Matthew 18:10).

The function of these Guardian Angels is to
lead us, if we so wish, to the Kingdom of Heaven, 1
said, “If we so wish,” because our Guardian Angels
can act upon our senses and upon our imagination,
but never against our will; it is up to us to puf our
will into action,

There are two or three angels who are men-
tioned by name in the Bible; Gabriel is one ol them.,
His name means ‘fortitude of God.” Gaburicl is first
mentioned in the book of Daniel, where he gives the
cxplanation of cerlain visions which the prophet
Daniel had scen (Dan. 8:16). Gabricl appears under
his own name twice in the New Testament, first to
Zachary, father of St. John the Baptist, announcing
the birth of a child to him (Luke 1:19}, and second to
Mary, mother of Jesus, announcing the birth of
Christ (Luke 1:26),

“I am Gabriel who stands before God,” said
he about himself. From this reference some have
been led to believe thal this Angel belongs to the
highest rank,
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The next Archangel mentioned by name is
Michael, which means ‘who is like God?” According
to a tradition, ‘who is like God?’ was the war-cry of
the good angels who fought against those angels
who had rebelled against the authority of God. As
the leader of rebellious angels boastfully identified
himself with God the Almighty, the loyal angeis
used to cry, “who is like God?’ This war-cry was
given as a proper name to the leader of the good an-
gels, St Michael. He also is mentioned in the Book
of Daniel as the assistant and colleague of Gabriel,
as ‘one of the chief princes” in heaven (Dan, 10; 13),
He is also mentioned in the Epistle of St. Jude (1:19)
and in the Book of Revelation of St. John, as the
champion ol the Church against the powcers of cvil
(Rev, 12:7).

In Christian art St. Michael is represented as
an angelic warrior fully armed with helmet, sword,
and shield, standing over a dragon with his lance
pierced through the monster. On other occasions he
holds a pair of scales in which he weighs the souls of
the departed, showing that he has a function in the
last judgment of souls.

Besides the

two  individual
Archangels, the
names ol  (wo

groups of angels arc
also mentioned in
the Bible. The first
are Seraphim; these
are a special class
of attendants of
God’s  heavenly
court, These angelic
beings are distinctly mentioned only in the book of
the Prophet Isaish. While he, Isaiah, stood in the
Temple, he saw the presence of God on the Throne
of His Glory. On cach side of the Throne stood mys-
terious guardians, each supplied with six wings: two
of these wings were for holding them up, lwo for
veiling their [aces, and two for covering their feet in
the majestic presence of the Almighty. They are the
closest servants of God, standing near His Throne
and ministering to Him and proclaiming His Glory,
each calling to the other, ‘Holy, Holy, Holy is the
Lord of Hosts, thc whole carth is full of His
Glory” (Isaiah 6:3).
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One of these Seraphim flew towards the
Prophet, having in his hand a burning coal with
which he touched and purified the Prophet’s lips, so
that henceforth those lips might be consecrated to
the utterances of divine inspiration. The number of
Seraphim is thousands and thousands. They appear
around the heavenly Throne in a double choir and
the volume of chorus is such that the sound of their
song shakes the world (Isaiah 6).

The other class of heavenly beings are [re-
quenily meniioned in the Bible is Cherubim. They
are supposed to be the heavenly throne-bearers of
God. That is why we see this sentence frequently
used for God, ‘who sittest upon Cherubim.’

Angels, like Saints, were held in the greatest
veneration in the Christian Church. Churches have
been dedicated to the names of angels. Their protec-
tive power is clearly recognized by the Church and it
is asked in prayers by the faithful, God is asked to
sustain those who are laboring in this world by the
protecting power of His heavenly hosts. God is
praised and thanked for the favor of this angelic pro-
leclion,

Belief in angels is in full keeping with our
deepest and holiest feelings. We naturally long for
spiritual and heavenly connections beyond this
world, In owr calm and thoughtful moments we fecl
the impression that we have direet and unbroken fel-
lowship with intelligent beings higher and better
than we are. This peculiar impression aitains a
greater depth and richer sweelness when a spirit
fecls itsclf alone, or when it has freed itsclf from the
bondage of perishable things.

Angels Day, therefore, is a day when we re-
member our beller and higher tricnds, who arc will-
ing to assist us in our fight against the temptations of
our common adversary, the Devil.

It is a day in which we musl cultivate in our-
sclves the angelic virtues of faithfulness to God, ho-
liness of heart and purity of mind and soul.

11 is a day to invoke angelic assistance in car-
rying our praycrs before the Throne of the Almighty.
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Finally it is a day in which we praise the
most Holy Name of God, saying in unison with the
angels: ‘Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord of Hosts: Heaven and
earth are full of Thy glory. Blessing in the Highest. Amen.”

(fxcerpts firom “Suaints and Feasts” Pairiarch
Torkom Koushagian, pp.56-57, and “Saints and Sacra-
ments” Bishop Shnork Kaloustian)
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2.- Sunday

Feast of Conception of the Virgim Mary from

Anna her mother

Scleet one of these themes: Loyalty;
dience; Godliness; Gratitude.

Gospel Readings (Luke 1:39-56, 12:16-31,

13:6-9).

Obe-

» Lord’s Prayer and Prayer on beginning
work;

“Lord, may Your loving favor rest upon us,
and prosper all the work we undertake. Glory be to
the Father, and (o the Son, and to the Holy Spiril,
now and forcver. Amen.” Or

“Let the words of my mouth and the medita-
tion of my heart be always acceptable in Your sight,
O Lord, my strength and my redeemer. Glory be to
the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,
now and always, world without end. Amen.”

« Reading/teaching of Psalms [10 minutes}

The Magnificat (Luke 1:46-56)
- My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit has re-
jected in God my Savior.
= For He has regarded the lowly state of His maid-
servant; for behold, henceforth all generations will
call me blessed.
- For He who is mighty has donc great things for me,
and holy is His name.
= And His mercy is on those who fear Him from
gencration to gencration.
- He has shown strength with His arm; He has scat-
tered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.
= He has put down the mighty from their thrones,
and exalted the lowly.
- He has filled the hungry with good things, and the
rich He has sent away empty.
= He has helped His servant [srael, in remembrance
of His mercy, as He spoke (o our [athers, to Abra-
ham and to his sced forever.
» Teaching of Praycr/ biblical verscs [10
minutes]
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Prayer of Supplication

- We fall down before you, O holy Mother of
God and we beseech you, immaculate Virgin, to in-
tereede  for us and ask your only Begotten Son to
save us from femptation and from all danger.

HAVADAMEK (THE NICENE CREED part 3)

Havadamk yev ee Soorp Hokin, haneghn yev
ee gadaryaln, vor khosetsav horens yev ee markares
yev avedarans. Vor efchn ee Horlanan, karozyats
arakyalsun, yev pnagefsav ee soorpsn.

Havadamk yev ee mee mivan, unthanragan
yev arakelagan Soorp Yegeghetsi. Ee mee mgerdool-
youn habashkharoolyoun, ee kavoolyoun yev e¢e tog-
hootyoun meghats. Ee haroutyoun merelols, ce fa-
dasdann  havidenits  hokvots  yev  marmnols,
harkayootyoun yergnits yev ee gyansun havidena-
gans.

We believe also in the uncreated and perfect
Holy Spirit who spoke through the Laws and the
Prophets and the Gospels; Who descended in Jor-
dan, preached through the Apostles and dwelt
among the Saints.

We also believe in only One, Universal, Ap-
ostolic and Holy Church; in one Baplism, in repen-
tance, in the absolution and forgiveness of sins; we
believe in the resurrection of the dead, in the ever-
lasting judgment of souls and bodies, in the kingdom
of heaven and in the life everlasting.

+ Teaching of ‘Sharagan’ or Spiritual hymns
[10 minutes)
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On this Sunday it is appropriate to speak
about St. Mary’s obedient life; her birth, child-
hood and becoming the Mother of Gaod. Her long
suffering, compassionate character her simple
faith and frust in Ged made her ‘blessed among
women’ and became ‘the Godbearcy’. Do you
somctimes have trouble obeying your parents?
Think about St. Mary and her willingness o obey
God. She frusted that God would give her jobs
she could do, She obeyed God willingly because
she knew God loved her.  [S minutes].

Litany Beseeching Intercession
Holy Virgin Mary

We heseech you to intercede for us.
Request from God who was incarnate
through you, that wars may be silenced, that
invasions by enemies may cease, that love
and righteousness may be established on earth.
We beseech you lo infercede for us.
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3.- Sunday

Fcast of St. James of Medzpin

Theme: How to please God?
God works through His Sainfs
Gospel Reading (Luke 17:3-6).

¢« Lord’s Prayer and Prayer on beginning
work;

“Lord, may Your loving favor rest upon us,
and prosper all the work we underfake. Glory be to
the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,
now and forever. Amen.” Or

“Let the words of my mouth and (he medita-
tion of my heart be always acceptable in Your sight,

O Lord, my strength and my redeemer. Glory be to
the Father, and to the Son, and to the Iloly Spirit,
now and always, world without end. Amen,”

+ Recading/tcaching of Psalms [ 10 minutes]
Psalm 91:1-8

- Whoever goes to the Lord for safety, and dwells
in the place of the Most High, whoever abides un-
der the shadow of the Almighty,

= Can say to Him, ‘You are my refuge and my
fortress; You are my God, in You I trust’.

- Surely He shall deliver yon from the snare of
the fowler and from the perilous pestilence.

= He shall cover you with His feathers, and under
His wings you shall take refugce; His truth shall be
your shield and buckler.

- You shall not be afraid of the terror by night,
nor of the arrow that flies by day, nor of the pes-
tilence that walks in darkncss, nor of the destrue-
tion that lays waste at noonday.

= A thousand may fall dead at your side, and ten
thousand at your right hand; but you will not be
harmed.

- You will look and see how the wicked are pun-
ished.
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» Teaching of Prayer/ biblical verses [10 min-
utes|

¢ Teaching of ‘Sharagan’ or Spiritual hymns,
[10 minutes]

On this Sunday it is appropriate to speak
ahout the life of 8t. James of Nisibis; emphasize
and illusirate his unweavered devotion to God
and to His Guspel; a zealous prayer and steadfast
minister filled with love, hope and spirituality.

[S minutes].

Dismissal Prayer

Please, Dear Father, help us
So that we may make useful to ourselves
All the new things we lcarncd today.
Oh, Dcar Father, keep us,

Guard us, and save us from all evil.
Spread Your grace and other favors far, [ar,
Down from heaven,

Whilc children are dismissed, Lord,

Be with us, always
And forever. Amen.
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PATRIARCH ST. JAMES OF NISIBIS
The Man of Faith, Prayer and Hope
(Sourp Hagop Medzbena Hayrapet)

HIS LIFE

The date of birth of St. James of Nisibis is
unknown, but it is known that he died in the ycar
338,

He was educated in Caesarea, together with
St. Gregory the Enlightener. He lived a very pious
lifc, in Nisibis, where he subjected himself to the
very rigorous lifc of hermits of the times.

As a rhetorician and miracle worker he on-
joyed such widespread popularity that Patriarch
Melitus of Antioch ordained him bishop in Amida
and named him to the See of Nisibis (Medzbin), as
result of which he became known as the Pairiarch
of Nisibis,

St. James, being well endowed with admin-
istrative ability, served his people well, even in
civil matters. It is said that the Persian monarch
Shapur II, having succeeded in far-reaching mili-
tary conquests, on reaching Nisibis, besieged the
city. After 70 days of siocge the aftack failed fo
break the defenses due to the wise stratapem uscd
by St. James. It is probably based on this historical
episode that St. Nerses the Gracious composed a
beautiful sharakan (hymn) dedicated to St. James,
starting with the words *Victorious and hallowed
patriarch...”

St. James was an erudite theologian. He
participated in the First Ecumenical Council of Ni-
caea, in the year 325, when 318 high-ranking
church lcaders set forth the Articles of Faifth
known as the Niecnc Creed.

He was thought to bec fhe son of Khos-
rovuhi, an aunt of St. Gregory the Enlightener. 5St.
Gregory is thought to have assigned St. James to
the challenging role of preaching and organization
in the district of Sasoun.

THE GREAT POPULARITY OF ST. JAMES
OF NISIBIS
Beginning in the fourth century the Arme-
nian Church and the pcople have shown oncom-
mon love and reverence toward the patriach St
James of Nisibis,
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St. James was zealous in his undertakings,
especially in Sasoun and surroundings within the
province where he founded churches and schools.

In order to demonstrate the truth of the Bi-
ble he tried to reach the sumimit of Mt. Ararat, to
find rcmains of Noah's Ark. Howcver, ascent to
the summit having been exceedingly different, he
contented himself with bringing back a small frag-
ment of the Ark. As tradition has it, a God-sent
angel, admiring the strong faith and perscverance
of the patriarch in his hallowed quest, handed him
thc frapment, which taday is on display in a golden
triptych in the repository of treasures at Echmi-
adzin.

Patriarch St. James is the first person, his-
torically, to have the courage to ascend fo the
sumimit of Mt. Ararat.

It is worthy to notc that cven St. Gregory of
Narek had been an admiver of the Patriarch of
Nisibis, to whom one of his penegyrics is devoted,

Armenians in large communities in Leba-
non, Syria, Iran, and the United States have
churches named after the Patriarch. Those par-
ishes celebrate the Feast of St James with great
ceremony, and with the blessing of “matagh”. The
feast occurs on a Saturday in mid-December,

The same day, according to tradition, pro-
vides the occasion where in individual homes there
is 2 member of the family named James {Jacob, or
Hacob, or Hagop), joyful cclcbrations are with
fricnds and relatives, to congratulate the honoree,

INTERCESSION

In ancient times medical means and prace-
durcs were altogether inadequate to deal with con-
tagious and fatal discascs, such as plague. The
people sought curc through prayer and faith. Ar-
menians often did so, and in their prayers calling
on patriarch St. James of Nisibis as intercessor,

ST. JAMES MONASTERY AT THE FOOT OF
MASIS

The monastery bearing the name of St
Janies, at the foot of Masis (Mt. Ararat) was de-
stroyed by the severe carthquake of 1340,
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4,- Sunday
Feast of Sts. David the Prophet,
Apostles James, Paul and Peter

Theme: Sin/Repentance, Fall/Reconciliation

Gospel Readings (IT Kings 10:1-9, 11:1-27, 12:1-
13, I Corint, 5:1-5, 11:30-32, Heb. 12:3-11, Psalms
51:3-21, Luke 22:54-62, John 21:15-18, Acts 9:2-
30,22:1-21, Gal. 1:11-24, 2:9).

+ Lord’s Praycr and Praycr on hceginning
work; “Lord, may Your loving favor rest upon
us, and prosper all the work we undertake.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to
the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.”

Or

“Let the words of my mouth and the medita-
tion of niy heart be always acceptable in Your sight,

O Lord, my strength and my redeemer. Glory be tfo

the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,

now and always, world without cnd. Amen.”

+ Reading/teaching of Psalms [10 minutes]
Psalm 91:9-16

- Because you have made the Lord, who is my
refuge, even the Most ITigh, your dwelling place,
= No evil shall befall you, nor shall any plague
come near your dwelling;

- For He shall give His angels charge over you, to
keep you in all your ways,

= In their hands they shall bear you up, lest you
dash your foot against a stone.

- You shall tread upon the lion and the cobra, the
young lion and the serpent you shall trample un-
derfoot,

= “Because he has set his love upon Me, there-
fore I will deliver him; T will sct him on high, be-
cause he has known My name.

- He shall call upon Me, and I will answer him; I
will be with him in trouble; I will deliver him and
honor him,

= With long life I will satisfy him, and show him
My salvation”.
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» Teaching of Praycr/ biblical verses [10 min-
utes]

A Praycr of Repentance

- “Have mercy upon me, O Gud, according to
Your loving kindness; according to the multitude
of Your tender mercies, blot out my transgres-
sions.

- Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and
cleanse me from my sin.

- IFor I acknowledge my transgressions, and my
sin is always before me.

- 1 have sinned against You, only against You,
and done what You consider evil.

- So You are right in judging me; Yon arc justi-
fied in condemning me {(Psalm 51:1-6).

- “The Lord is my light and my salvatien; whom
shall I fear? The Lord is the strength of my life;
of whom shall I be afraid? (Psalm 27:1).

» Teaching of ‘Sharagan’ or Spiritual hymns.
[10 minutes]
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On this Sunday it is appropriate to speak
about the major feasts preceding Christmas;
Prophet David and the brother of Christ James,
St. Steven the protomartyr, Apestles Peter and
Paul, James and John, Emphasize that they have
walked through the paths of failures, sin, fall, de-
nial, but at the same time they have been great
examples of repentant and restored life; ready to
take the great commission, make sacrifices and
fulfill Christ’s mission on ¢arth. [5 minutes].

Dismissal Prayer

Please, Dear Father, help us
So that we may make useful to ourselves
All the new things we learned today.
Oh, Dear Father, keep us,

Guard us, and save us from all evil.
Spread Your grace and other favors far, far,
Down from heaven,

While children are dismissed, Lord,

Be with us, always

And forever. Amen.



G--bfpuiyfe

s Sob ”PF" N ”mb{mﬂmu{l ?,m{umumpém:.mq{rﬁ
(IFLers by apfzuf en bl b‘fi &qbyﬁfv&pu:_)
s Vi o wnopgnc it ke Qwwnnowdoghl 8odw-
phpreny Ukp
o Uebmumpulbip Sonmniandlobp (B nifdwibbo 12, 24-
26, 9-:19&@ un_m,p&pw' 6: B-16, 7: 1-60).

e g Eprcharlpoh wioldp «dw g ey b

«S;-"F, ﬁ’w![m!zf’l.ﬁ&ufi' iqﬂufg!uflfpnt_b 11“4‘2
sk Shp .gwﬂkp(_n S),L'p, neql b mwnwmfhnpn b
qu &L !_'.f’lfl!l 'ﬁ!i‘l[' cl‘ll_l}.ffﬂluynqi’ﬁ{'ﬂ’ ”{l’i{&ﬂ?ﬁ
qhufe fuspmpecffpe 't b pacfnkinalol hbadip
bp{;mb_g- o ETm

o Uwydnufs mnncgned [10 o yplibub)

LLREPSARYT
UG PR 2B PR R 2ESERNVERPBEILUR
Uuuzrfﬂu 118, 1 %, 19-28

- 9~H¢HLF{I‘L& Jw‘(mftfryg-@ S!l’{fﬂ'?‘ rpnifllmbe prsprh
£. abnfr ”l;{'ﬂ Ee :ulntufru_ﬁ{u.ffg Jﬂu_!mrfﬂuh F 37T

= Fmgfe !lf:é'[l m{utw[uu_ﬁ&mil IIJI.;J'II{IEI npn[;-uq{r
mmﬁ'm{l tliniikdF ke qn4nr.ﬁﬁ:.f;u Jm‘{mﬁfuf S[l{l‘ﬂfl

- S[I[mff arwling goend £ mul;[lwt mpq.m{ﬂ:f;‘pg
o fir ok bhpa Ly SinbbTn

= i‘; ilﬂ{l€m[[m£n‘l_ﬁ!:‘l_il @&Tlf, S g—"p, np lufigﬁp
wiyurgbpu b gfa feplpbe

- Qy¥ puwpp, np impwphbpp wplumdwpSlghlh,
witfre b prsprp bripaae

= S[r{mf lf_mzﬁgnl! &:th_ mm[r[im, b Jffrp m&_}ﬁf;
upuihigbyfe &

- a‘fuop LYy fipnf Jwaﬂ'}milml{ﬁf: opf: £, fi’t!’"@ gf:é'tuil\e
be nopefuasbinfip:

= ”’l[ Stp, Eynep 1[1[144" dby. wnwffur!n};" by, n’:z
Skm

- O[FCEI&HJ’,J £ wi’ mp e gy S{'[’"E mirru.iuu[.
Sﬁpnf urebep bl l{'o{z‘lf}bfl@ é&q:

= S{"pf} ;' lﬂ-'p u:fmnf_tu&e, np flp Jrpup sy
dkp. pugwp numbp priud’ Fudgic’p Quglhghp,
t}'[r‘l}t!n_ drar J{'&{’f_’ gnSwuabpulifih:

- 'y b z{n‘:nl.[fr'ﬁ'l.b ,g&q[r.
awinend by bu ok, Surgrop %w’r@ phgf

= 9-n4m_[r}fu_ff bkl p S[vpnp‘ rpmifShmbe puph
Lo wiinpg abpp pukbpdwljut £y

aumncw&u,

S.- Sunday

Feast of St. Steven: First Deacon and First
Martyr
(Christinas for the Western Churches)
¢« Theme: Serving the Lord
Divine sacrificial love
» Goaspel Readings (John 12:24-26, Acts 6:8-185,
7:1-59).

+ Lord’s Prayer then a Prayer of Supplication:
“O Lord, make our goings aright in the ways of
pcace. O Lord, direct and guide our souls and the
souls of all the faithful to walk in the way of right-
eousness and into life eternal. Amen .

+ Reading/teaching of Psalms [10 minuies]
Psalm 118, 1 and 19-29

- Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good! For His
mercy endures forever,

= Open to me the gates of righteousness; I will go
through them, and I will praise the Lord.

- This is the gate of the Lord, through which the
righteous shall enter,

= T will praisc You, for You have answered mc,
and have become my salvation.

- The stone which the builders rejected has be-
come the chief cornerstone,

= This was the Lord’s doing: it is marvelous in
our eyes.

- T'his is the day the Lord has made; we will re-
joice and be glad in it.

= Save now, I pray, O Lord; O Lord, T pray, send
now prosperity.

- Blessed is he who comes in the name of the
Lord.

= God is the Lord, and He has given us light;
bind the sacrifice with cords €o the horns of the
altar.

- You are my God, and T will praise You; You are
my God, I will exalt You.

= Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is good! For
His mercy endures forever.
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» Teaching of Prayer/ biblical verses
[10 minutes]

Jashou Hymn

This day rejoices the church of God, and sol-
emnly celebrates your memorial, Oh saint
Stephen, great, honored and renowned among
martyrs,

You are the first guide ¢to the good of all the
world and the heir to the luminous ways.

You are armed with the weapon of the Holy
Spirit and did behold the Son of God in heaven in
his Father’s glory; O saint Stephen, great, most
honored and renowned among marfyrs, pray to
God that he may grant us life eternal.

¢ Teaching of *Sharagan’ or Spiritual hymns,
[10 minutes]

Odc to St. Stephen

O thou Stephen, thou sweefest dove, holy angel,
‘crown’ by name. Thy comeliness was unequailed
when thoy was stained in blood. Thou brave cham-
pion for the Lord Jesus; a violet, a rose in his gar-
den. Though in the flesh, thou wast an angel, O
thou Stephen, thou brave champion.

Ilymn to St Stephen

Q first deacon and first martyr, who was crowned
of Christ, and being glorified in the bright, heavenly
chamber wus saved, beseech God to grant us life
efernal.
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On this Sunday it is appropriate to speak
about St. Stephen, his life and martyrdom.

8t. Stephen is known as the patron saint of
all the deacons and altar servers of the church
and first martyr of Christian faith.

We should all pray that Almighty God
our Father will make us a brave and forgiving
witness for His word and truth, as St. Stephen
was, Also we should pray and ask God to always
help and guide those who serve at the Holy Table
of the Altar in the church. [S minutes].

Prayer

Oh! Heavcenly, oh! Wonderful
Our God, our good Father.
Grant vs, Lord grace and love;
Wisdom and joy.

Also grant us clean heart and good spirit
To know You better, to love You better.
Protect and guard us from danger;
Take care of us cvery day.

Help vs [carn to pray to You,

And worship You, every day, forever.
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ST. STEPHEN/ The First Deacon

HIS DAY: Every year, during the month of
Deccember, the Armenian Church remembers a very
important person in the Christian Church. That per-
son is St. Stephen. Ile was the [irst Deacon and the
first Martyr of the Christian Church. We can read
first hand about him and his work and his martyr-
dom in the Holy Bible, in chapters 6 and 7 of the
Book of Acts.

One of the hymns of his feast day says:
“Today the Church of God rejoices and solemnly
celebrates your memory; of St. Siephen, great, hon-
ored and renowned among the martyrs, pray to God
that He will grant life eternal to us.”

HIS STORY: Brielly, St. Stephen’s story is
as follows: The number of people who were becom-
ing Christians was increasing so rapidly that the
Apostles, those whom Jesus Himself had chosen
were having a difficult time trying (o do all of the
things which they were supposed to be doing. This
caused a problem. Somc of the believers, thase who
spoke Greek, claimed that when the daily distribu-
tion of food was made, their widows were being
overlooked.

SOLVING THE PROBLEM: In order to
solve this problem, the Apostles called a meeting of
all the believers. The Apostles said, “It would be a
grave mistake for us to neglect the word of God in
order to wait at table. Therefore, friends, look out
seven men of good reputation from your number,
men full of the Spirit and of wisdom, and we will
appoint them to deal with these matters, while we
devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the
word.” (Acts 6:2-5).

The main points that the Apostles were making

were:

1) Their main job was not to distribute the food or
to look after the material well-being of the Church.

2) Their main job was spiritual, that is prayer,
preaching, teaching and so forth.

3} They wanted seven men to help them in looking
alter the welfarc of the Christian community.

4) They asked the believers to choose these seven
men.



STEPHEN IS CHOSEN

One of the seven who was chosen was
Stephen., They also sclected Philip, Prochorus, Ni-
canor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas. Then, the
Apostles prayed and laid their hands on them; that
is, the Apostles themselves ordained these seven
men who beeame the first Deacons /servers/ in the
Christian Church.

STEPHEN’S WORK: Stephen soon became well-
: known as a worker of miracles
and a fteacher. He began lo
prcach and to tcach the word
of God. Buti, his actions and
.. words began to bother some of
- - .. the leaders of the Jewish peo-
B . ple. They argued with Stephen
- = . and accused him of speaking
- against God and Moses, Fi-
‘nally, they brought him to

“ trial.

- "HIS TRIAL: During his trial
Stephen  spoke  beautifully,
OF witnessing and explaining the
o= truth of Jesus and God's word.
 He told the leaders why they
--were wrong. He said, “You
i+ always resist the lloly Spirit.
""" As your fathers did, so do you;
you who received the law as delivered by the angels
and did not keep it." (Acts 7:51 and 52).

STEPHEN BECOMES THE FIRST MARTYR:

When they heard this, they became very an-
gry and took Stiephen outside the city of Jerusalem
where thcy stoncd him to death.  Yet, cven as
Stephen was being stoned and killed, he prayed,
“Lord, do not hold this sin against them” (Acts
7:60).

These words were like the words which Jesus
said when He was on the cross. At that time, Jesus
prayed, “Father, forgive them, for they know not
what they do.” (Luke 23:34).

After Stephen prayed for God to forgive
those who were killing him, he died, or as the words
of the Bible tell us, “He fell asleep.” (Acts 7:60).

REMEMBERING THE FIRST DEACON AND
MARTYR: 1t is for this reason that cach year the
Church honors the holy memory of the first Deacon
and Martyr, St. Stephen. He is also remembered as
the patron saint of all the Deacons and altar servers
of the Church.

On the feast day of St. Stephen, we should all
pray that Almighty God our Father will make us a
brave and forgiving witness for His word and truth
as 51, Stephen was,

Also, we should pray and ask God to always
help and guide those wha serve at the Holy Table of
the Altar in the Church. We should ask God’s bless-
ings [or them always and most cspeeially on the
fcast day of St, Stephen.

SOME ITYMNS ABOUT ST. STEPHEN

‘The Armenian Church has some beautiful
songs which tell about St Stephen. Some of them are
listed below:

O good martyr for Christ, you have come
among us foday and have entered into the upper
roonm of ageless mystery.

{Benedictus Hymn)

With the choirs of the heavenly spirits, today
we solemnize the memory of St. Stephen, in wor-
Shipping you, O God of our Faihers.

{(Hymn of the Fathers)

O first deacon and first martyr, was crowned
of Christ, and being glorified in the bright, heavenly
chamber was saved, beseech God to grant us life

efernal,
(Hymn of the Youth)

ST. STEPHEN’S EXAMPLE: In St. Stephen, we
have a wonderful example of how fearless and brave
and forgiving all followers of Jesus must be. Almost
2000 years atter his martyrdom, we still remember
him and ask him to pray fo God for us. Yef, who
remembers those who killed him?

T.et us all ask God to help us to bhe like St.
Stephen, the first Deacon and the first Martyr of the
Chuistian Church.
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SIiJENT NIGﬂT, H(E)LY NIGHT O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL!

W O come, all ye {aithlul, joyful and (riumphant,
O come ye, o come y¢, to Bethlchem,

Come and behold Him, born the king of angels
O come, let us adore Him,

O comeg, ket us adorc Him,

i n O come, let us adore Him,

':ﬂ Christ the Lord,

Silent night, holy night,
All is calm, all is bright, i
Round yon Virgin Mother and Child, |l KRt
Holy infant to tcnder and mild, o W TR
Sleep in heavenly peace, o
Sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night,

Son of God, love’s pure light,
Radiant heams from Thy holy face,
With the dawn of redeeming grace,

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in cxultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above:
Glory to God, in the highest:

Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, O come, lel us adore Him,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, O comg, let us adore H{m,
O come, let us adore Him,
Silent night, holy night, Christ the Lord.
Shepherds quake at the sight,
Glories stream from heaven afar,
DECK THE HAITLIL.

Heav’nly hosts sing Alleluia;
Christ, the Savior, is born,

Christ, the Savior is born. Deck the hall bought of holy

Fa, la, la, la, la, la, la, la, la.
See the blazing Yule be fore us, Fa, la, Ia, la...

HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING Fast a way the old year passes, ['a, la, la, la...
"Tis the season to be jolly, Fa, la, la, la...

Hark! The herald angels sing,
Glory 1o the newborn king;
Peace on carth and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled,
Joyful all ye nations risc,
Join'the triumph of the skies:
With the angelic hosts proclaim,
Christ is born in Bethlehem,
Hark! The herald anggls sing.
Glory to the newborn king.

Strike the harp and join the chorus, Fa, la, [a...
I1ail the new, ye lads and lasses, Fa, la, la, la...
Don we now are gay apparel, Fa, la, la, la...
Follow me in merry measure, Fa, la, la, la...

Sing we joyous all together, Ia, Ia, la, la...
Troll the ancient Yule tide carol, Fa, la, la, la...
While I tell of Yule tide treasure, Fa, la, 1a la...
Heedless of the wind and watcher, Fa, Ia, la...

Mild He lays His glory by,

Born that man no more may dic;
Born io raise the sons of earth,
Born to pive them second birth.
Ris’n with healing in His wings,
Light and life to ail He brings,
Hail, the Son of Righteousness!
Hail, the heav’nborn Prince of Peace!
Hark! The herald angels sing.

Glory to the newbarn king,
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O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM

O little town of Bethlehem,

How still we see thee lie,

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
- The silent stars go by;

Yel in thy dark streets shineth

The cverlasting light,

The hopes and fears of all the ycars,

Are met in thee tonight.

Far Christ is born of Mary,

And gathered all above,

While mortals sleep, the angels keep
Their watch of wond’ring love;

O morning stars, togcther

Proclaim the holy birth,

And praising to God the King,

And pecace to men on earth.

How silently, how silently

‘The wond’rous gift is given:

So God imparts to human hearts

The blessings of His heaven,

No ear may hear His coming,

But in this world of sin,

Where meek souls will reccive Him still,
The dear Christ entets in.

O holy Child of Bethlehem,
Descend to us wc pray,

Cast out our sin, and enter in,
Be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels,
The great glad tidings icll;

O come 1o us, abide with us,
Our Lord Emmanuel.

AWAY IN A MANGER

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,

4:£:8 The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head;
g3 The stars in the sky looked down where He lay,

3 The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay,

\;‘

@8 The catlle are lowing, the poor Baby wakes,

w

=% And stay by my eradle till morning.

1} Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask Thee to stay

| Close by me for ever, and love me, I pray;

bl Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care,

K Il And takc us to hocaven, to live with Thee, there.

JOY TO THE WORI.D

| Joy 1o the world! The Lord is come:
{ Lt carth receive her King;
M8 Lct ev'ry heart prepare Him room
B And heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n and heav’n and nature sing,

Joy to the world! The Savior reigns:

Let men their songs employ;

While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains
Repeat the sounding joy,

Repeat the sounding joy,

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.
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THE FIRST NOWEL

The first Nocl the angel did say

Was to certain poor shepherds

In fields as they lay;

In ficlds where they lay

Keeping their sheep

On a cold winter’s night that was so deep.

Noel, noel, noel, noel, Born is the king of Isracl.

They looked up and saw a star,
Shining in the Cast, beyond them far,
And to the earth it gave great light,
And so it continued both day and night.

Noel, noel, noel, noel, Born is the king of Isracl.

And by the light of the same Star,
Three Wiscmen came {rom country far;
To seek for a King was their intem,
And to follow the Star wherever it went.

Noel, noel, noel, noel, Born is the king of Isracl.

‘This Star drew nigh ta the northwest,
O’er Bethlchem it took its rest,

And there it did both stoop and stay,

Right over the place where Josus lay.

Naocl, noel, noel, noel, Born is the king of Israel.

Then entered in those Wisemen three,
Full reverently upon their knee,

And offered there, in His Presence,
Their gold, and myrch, and frankincensc.

Noel, noel, noel, noel, Born is the king of Israel.

Then let us all with one accord,

Sing praises to our Heavenly Lord,

That hath made Heaven and earth of nought,
And with His Blood mankind hath bought.

Noel, noel, noel, nocl, Boin is the king of Israel.
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